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| O YOU recall how you learned about that new 
D book which you like so very much? Was it 
not through a review, or a publisher’s announce- 
ment, or the word of a friend? All of which is ad- 
vertising. Do you make full use of the advertising 



































“Now Abideth” 


By John Grant Newman 


AY Christmas blessing call on you, 
And leave her tripart joy: 
Her Faith be given to all of you, 
To save from doubt’s alloy ; 
Glad Hope also, to sing for you 
A song of sweet repose ; 
And Love, her best to bring to you, 
A cure for all men’s woes. 


Now Faith and Hope and Love in you 
Are graces fair and sweet, 

Are angels from above to you, 
To guide your wandering feet ; 

But Faith stays in, while Love goes out, 
-And Hope sings night and day ; 

Thus Love that gently moves about 
Still shows the better way. © 











We Cannot Distance God! 


“Jesus will never be in debt to you.” So said 
an old Christian sea captain years ago, addressing 
a missionary conference of young people. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ asks us to give him everything; but that 
cannot put him in debt.to us,—he gives us more 
than we can ever give him; he is not a debtor. . There 
was a time when the Son of God was a debtor. It 
was during those hours of agony when, hanging on 


the cross, he was made sin for us, ande“his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree.” - Then 
he was debtor to God to pay the wages of the sins 
that he had assumed. But he met the whole obliga- 
tion, he paid the awful debt, as God, who cannot 
look upon sin, turned His face away and Christ, for- 
saken by God and man, paid the wages of sin which 
is death. God accepted the payment, and, as has 
been said, gave a receipt in full when he raised Christ 
from the dead. Since that time our Lord Jesus Christ 
is debtor neither to God nor to man. It is a safe 
risk to give him all that we have; for if we have 
received him as Saviour, he has already given us, in 
himself, infinitely more than. we can ever give him. 
We cannot distance God! 


. ~~ 
Where is the Heaviest Obligation ? 


God expects most from those to whom he has 
given most. Let us Jook back over our own past 
life, and ask ourselves whether God has given us 
great blessings of light, and Christian companion- 
ship, and opportunity of knowing and doing his will. 
If we find that he has, perhaps he is waiting for us, 
this moment, to confess to him our having so greatly 
sinned against his light, and then at once to begin 
living, by his grace, according to all the I ght we 
have. A message to Christians on the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit contains the sentence, “There is greater 
obligation on our part to obey God than on the un- 
saved to believe God, for we have more light.” One 
‘of the bright gleams of light God has given us, in 
Chitct Jesus and the Holy Spirit, is this: “My grace 
is sufficient for thee.” Unless we “make God a liar,” 
how then can we fail? ‘ 


Pd 
What Does the Times Mean to You? 


Have any messages in The Sunday Schoo! FBimes 
this year brought you a real blessing? Do you be- 
lieve it may be God’s will that you should make a 
thank offering (in expression of gratitude for bless- 
ings received) of one or more full year’s subscrip- 
tions to the Times as gifts to friends or Christian 
workers in home or foreign fields? The Director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League has ex- 
pressed his earnest hope, in a letter published in 
Notes on Open Letters of November 18, that many 
thousands of readers would in this way make a 
“Thanksgiving Christmas Gift” at this season of the 
year ; and that there may be a nation-wide and world- 
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wide prayer band of those who are led to pledge 
themselves to pray for spiritual and temporal bless- 
ing on this paper and all its interests, including a 
great increase of circulation beyond its present large 
reach. The Sunday School Times will gladly keep 
such a Prayer List, if all who are thus led will send 
their name and address and an expression of their 
purpose, —a post card will be sufficient, addressed to 
Prayer List, The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Subscriptions for others 
sent as part of this plan will gladly be received at 
the regular rates given on page 774 of this issue, if on 
such subscription, ordegs the words “Thank Offering 
Subscription” are written, that the Times may record 
your order as part of this special Thanksgiving tes- 
timony. Above all else, will you, either by yourself 
or with one or more friends, pray for God’s definite 
blessing upon this plan? Only through the prayer of 
many of God’s children can The Sunday School 
Times fulfill the ministry to which God is calling in 
these days of unparalleled opportunity. 


= 
The Christmas Tree that Satisfies 


No human being, of himself, is satisfied. ‘For 
this reason Christ came into the world. Last Christ- 
mas Paul Rader sent to his personal friends a strik- 
ingly beautiful Christmas message. He said, in part: 
“How beautiful a type of our loving Lord is the 
Christmas tree. It is cut down, as he was, for the 
use of others; cut down and taken from his home 
to-—eur—home for joy. His cutting down on_ that 
cruel cross, becomimg a curse for us, satisfied — yes, 
praise God!— fully satisfied every claim against us. 
The Christmas tree sparkles with iridescent light, 
cheerily, merrily, brightening the room and the happy 
faces; but He is light with all its glow and glory of 
color, cheering, lighting, warming, comforting, de- 
lighting. His light alone satisfies; for it alone can 
put away all darkness, letting us ‘walk in the light, 
as he is in the light.’ This l'ght alone brings fellow- 
ship. Loneliness cannot reach us: he satisfies. The 
Christmas tree is loaded with presents. He came to 
give gifts to men —the more abundant life for spirit, 
soul, and body. In him and through him for us 
to-day are gifts, gifts, gifts for every need. Our 
names are written on them, but we have never opened 
them. Will you with me this Christmas draw up 
close to him, ‘thankful, oh, so thankful, dear Lord,’ 
and take! take! take! ‘For he satisfieth the longing 
soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.’” 


we 


The Virgin Birth Throughout the Scriptures 


blemish” was sufficient to make ‘atonement for 

the sins of Israel under the Old Testament 
Dispensation. Only that kind of lamb could ade- 
quately be a type of the One whom his forerunner 
finally introduced to his generation and to all gener- 
ations as “the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin 
of -the world.” One reason why God’s wrath was 
kindled against Israel in the days of the prophet Mal- 
achi was because they were offering spotted and blem- 
ished lambs for sacrifice. 


N ‘ieish less than “a lamb without spot and 


“When ye offer the blind for sacrifice, it is no evil! 
-and when ye offer the lame and sick, it is no evil! 
Present it now unto thy governor; will he be 
pleased with thee? or will he accept thy person? 
saith Jehovah of hosts” (Mal. 1:8). 


This same sin of Malachi’s day is all too prevalent 
in our own, for when men deny the virgin birth of 
our Lord they make him the son of a human father, 
which would mean that he had original sin in him, 
and hence could not have been in God’s sight a spot- 
less lamb, nor that Lamb who could take away the 
sin of the world. The Pharisees of our Lord’s day 
once pointed the finger of scorn at him, saying, “We 
be not born of fornication,” intimating, as the con- 
text in John’s Gospel seems very clearly to show, 
that they believed that he was, and brought down 


upon themselves his condemnation, “Ye are of your 
father, the devil.” It was a terrible rebuke to them 
for denying the virgin birth— but it was God’s own 
truth. 

It is commonly said in this day in which this great 
fundamental doctrine is so largely denied that the 
Scriptures as a whole have very little to say about 
the virgin birth, and that Paul particularly is silent 
But the truth is that this wondrous doctrine looms . 
up into view at at least seven points in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments. God himself 
predicted it in the fiyst promise, the prophet Isaiah 
enlarged upon it, the prophet Jeremiah described it 
as a wondrous “new thing,” two Gospel writers record 
the fulfilment of the prophecies of it, and the Apostle 
Paul twice refers to it. 

The first message of Divine redemption, the “prim- 
eval promise,” we call the Protevangelium, where 
God in his last interview with man in Eden said: “I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her Seed; he shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” It was a 
marvelous promise, but poor Eve did not fully grasp 
its significance, for when Cain was born she said, “I 
have gotten a‘ man, even Jehovah!” Thus Rother- 
ham and the Companion Bible give the literal trans- 
lation of Genesis 4:1. Eve thought that the’ won- 
derful promise was to be immediately fulfilled, and 
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she was not able to distinguish between the mean- 
ing of “seed” and “son.” The verb in Genesis 3:15 
is singular masculine, which shows that the word for 
seed, cer’a, is to be taken as singular, and that it 
means the Christ who was to be in a peculiar way 
the seed, not of the man, but of the woman. Upon 
this foundation promise and truth the rest of the 
Scriptures are built, and because the Modernist re- 
jects this basal, fundamental truth he is making 
Scripture a human book, since it cannot be under- 
stood except upon a true interpretation of the Prot- 
evangelium, God’s . prediction four thousand years 
beforehand of the virgin birth. 


One day when unbeliéving King Ahaz and his mil- 
itary engineers were holding a conference “at the end 
of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of 
the fuller’s field” (Isa. 7:3), evidently planning how 
to conserve the water supply of Jerusalem during the 
expected siege by the kings of Syria and Israe] (Isa. 
7:1), the prophet Isaiah suddenly appears, full of 
assurance that God will help if -the king will only 
trust in him and not carry out his contemplated alti- 
ance with Assyria. The king with hypocritical piety 
declares that he will not “tempt Jehovah,” and then 
the prophet, declaring that the whole apostate house 
of David is a weariness to God (Isa. 7: 13), goes on 
to say that the Lord himself will give a sign, and 
this it is: “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). Vol- 
umes have been written in dn effort to show that 
there was a double reference here, to some immedi- 
ate event in which a girl who was then a virgin but 
about to be married would soon conceive and bear 
a child, and that from this immediate fulfilment the 
prophecy leaps forward to the birth of our Lord. 
But to apply this prophecy to the birth of a child 
through the ordinary course of nature would dis- 
credit it as a prophecy of the later miracle of the 
miraculous birth of our Lord. Such careful Bible 
students as the late Drs. A. B. Simpson and C. 4 
Scofield point out thatthe prophet has turned from 
the unbelieving king personally to address the whole 
“house of David” (v. 13), and was giving “a continu- 
ing prophecy addressed to the Davidic family,” which 
at once accounts for the “instant assent of Mary” at 
the annunciation by Gabriel (Luke 1: 38). 

This prophecy of the incarnation seven hundred 
and fifty years before its fulfilment was the most 
marvelous sign ever given to Israel and to the hu- 
man race at large, unless, it be the resurrection itself. 

Prophecy records the place of “our Lord's nativity 
(Micah 5:2), and of his rearing (Matt. 2: 23), and 
of his preaching (Hag. 2:7; Mal. 3:1), but we are 
not very often reminded. that it also records even 
the place of his conception, for in Jeremiah 31:22 we 
read: “Jehovah hath created a new thing in the earth: 
a woman shall encompass a man.” That this stu- 
pendous “new thing” — this something unprecedented, 
this event out of the ordinary course of nature touch- 
ing one who is at once God and man, and whose like 
never existed before— took place in Hebron, in 
Judah, is the conviction of Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown in comparing Luke 1:39 with Joshua 21: 11, 
and it is claimed that the words “in the land” are 
a better translation than “in the earth,” as both the 
Authorized and the Revised Versions have it. “The 
land” is a frequent Bible phrase to describe the home 
of the Chosen People. Not all commentators are 
agreed that this passage is a prediction of the virgin 
birth, but it was the view of Augustine and almost 
unanimously of the Church Fathers. Jeremiah is giv- 
ing, as a reason why the exiled should desire to re- 
turn to their own country, the fact that Christ was 
to be conceived there. The word “created” implies 
the putting forth of divine power such as might have 
been properly fulfilled in the statements in Luke 1: 
35 and Hebrews 10:5. And the Hebrew word for 
“man” here means “a mighty one.” It is the word 
used in Zechariah 13:7 to describe Christ as Je- 
hovah’s “fellow.” Wonderful prediction indeed — 
that a woman was about to encompass Jehovah's fel- 
low! 


The next prophecy of the virgin birth was made 
six hundred years later, and this time by the mouth 
of an angel, and just before fulfilment. “When Mary 
tells out her pure-minded astonishment,” as Bergin 
€xpresses it in an article on this subject in the Be- 
lievers’ Magazine of April, 1907, “the angel unfolds 
how Jehovah will create the new thing.” “The Holy 
Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Most High shall overshadow thee: wherefore also 
the holy thing which is begotten shall be called the 
Son of God” (Luke 1:35}. This would have been 
impossible except that “with God nothing shall be 
impessible,” as the angel tells Mary, and as God 
wants, us also to believe to-day. 

The New Testament begins with a great proces- 
sion of “begats.” They start with “Abraham begat 
Isaac” and end with “Jacob begat Joseph the hus- 
band of Mary.” «With the ending of this genealogy 
Matthew brings out a striking contrast, going on to 
Say that “The begetting” of Jesus Christ was after a 
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different fashion, but unfortunately. all the transla- 
tions begin Matthew 1:18 thus, “Now the birth of 
Jesus Christ was on this wise.” But the word in the 
Greek is “gennesis,” and is as accurately and liter- 
ally to be translated “begetting” as “birth.” The 
Companion Bible renders the verse thus: “The beget- 
ting, then, of Jesus Christ was on this wise (for after 
his mother was espoused to Joseph, she was found 
with child) of the Holy Spirit.” Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah, in whom the house of David 
headed up, was different in his begetting from all the 
other kings of Israel! In Luke is revealed that Mary 
is to be, without marriage, the mother of the prophe- 
sied Seed, and in Matthew 1: 18-25 is revealed the 
fact that Joseph’s fears that his betrothed had sinned 
were utterly groundless, and that she needed not to 
be put away, but on the contrary he was about to be 
honored in hgving-as his wife the mother of Im- 
manuel, “God with us,” the woman who was the 
means by which God became manifest in the flesh! 


Paul is the greatest interpreter of our blessed Chris- 
tianity, which is nothing less than Christ himself. 
But Paul, say the Modernists, never mentions the 
virgin birth, and therefore Paul did not believe it! 
Let us see: 

In Galatians 4:4 Paul says, “When the fulness of 
the time came, God sent forth his Son, born of a 
woman.” Says the writer already quoted in the Be- 
lievers’ Magazine: “Notwithstanding the fact that this 
form of expression is found referring to ordinary 
generation —(see Job 14:1), ‘Man that is born of wo- 
man,’ yet remembering that it is not Paul’s usual way 
of writing (see Rom. 1:3), ‘born of the seed of Da- 
vid,’ and that the prediction of God given in Eden, in 
the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah, was well 
known to him. that he was cognizant of the mar- 
velous fulfilment “of them as recorded in the Gospels, 
it can scarcely be denied with fairness of exposition 
that we have here a designed allusion to the virgin 
birth of our blessed Lord.” 

“Adam was not deceived, but the woman being de- 
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ceived was in the transgression. Notwithstanding she 
shall be saved in child-bearing if they continue in 
faith and charity and holiness with sobriety,” so reads 
1 Timothy 2:14, 15 in the Aufhorized Version. The 
Revised Version reads, “she shall be saved through 
her child-bearing,” but in a footnote it says, “or, the 
child-bearing.” 

It is difficult to think that Paul is speaking here 
only of woman fulfilling her proper destiny. Woman 
was given the promise of safe delivery in child-birth 
in Eden, and it was a promise spoken as well to all 
generations of women and without any condition of 
godliness. Paul is drawing a marvelous contfast 
here; he is showing that even though sin did orig- 
inate with “the woman” rather than the man, deliv- 
erance from sin came through “the woman” rather 
than the man, for it was her Seed in a very peculiar 
sense who became the Deliverer. Evidently he was 
referring to that wonderful child-bearing of the vir- 
gin birth. 

There is the finest of scholarship to bear out this 
interpretation, including Bishop: Ellicott himself. 


There are many who ‘are questioning to-day the 
wonderful truths here considered. Is it not the sin 
of refusing to entertain any adequate conception of 
the “exceeding sinfulness of sin” that makes men re- 
ject the truth of the virgin birth and lead others to 
do so? We can set before ourselves no richer medi- 
tation for this Christmas time than the meaning of 
the incarnation—how God planned in past eternity 
to save mankind from sin through One who should 
be born without the slightest taint of sin, who was 
even before his birth “that holy thing” in the womb 
of the virgin, and who was brought forth and laid 
in swaddling clothes in the manger at Bethlehem 
whence he carried to the Cross a sinless life to be 
accepted there by his Father God as the substitution- 
ary Atoner for all of us who by faith believe in 
him. It was there on Calvary that the sinless Seed 
of the woman bruised the serpent’s head. Halle- 
lujah! 








Can Illness and Victory Go Together ? 


Sometimes it seems as though people with so little 
strength and such torturing nerves just can’t reach the 
victory that includes utter peace even if your business 
is sliding out from under you— it almost seems as 
though it took physical and mental endurance to reach 
the gblessed rest that some have.—Ap Ohio Reader. 


But victory is not “reached.” Victory is received. 
Victory is God’s gift; and we don’t reach gifts; we 
receive them... “Thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 
57). Is a weak, sick person as able to accept a gift 
as a strong, robust person? Yes; all we need to do 
to accept a gift is to turn our eyes, perhaps in utter 
weakness, to the giver and say—even if we have 
not enough strength to speak aloud — “Thank you.” 

Victory, and peace, and joy, are never attainments 
in the Christian life. They are never brought to pass 
as a result of something one does for God. They are 
the results of what God has done for us, through the 
death, resurrection, and ascension of his only Son, 
and then the gift and ministry of his Holy Spirit 
in telling us about it. Joy and peace are parts of the 
ninefold “fruit of the Spirit” described in Galatians 
5:22, 23. As “fruit of the Spirit” they can be pro- 
duced only by the Holy Spirit, never by our works 
or efforts. We need only to yield wholly to the mas- 
tery of our Lord Jesus Christ, and then to believe 
God’s Word, trusting “Jesus only,” for God to work 
this whole miracle in our life. 

And we can do this in ill health just as well as in 
abounding health. There are children of God to-day, 
lying on beds of pain and suffering and illness, who 
are trusting God for all this. The Lord Jesus Christ 
did not say to Paul that, if only Paul would be strong 
enough, Christ’s grace would be sufficient. But “he 
hath said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my power is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my weaknesses, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12: 
9). And the literal meaning of the Greek word for 
“rest” makes this sentence read, “that the power of 
Christ may spread a tabernacle over me.” We read 
in Revelation 7:15 that this is what God does for 
those who are in his presenceebefore his throne, hav- 
ing come there out of great tribulation and through 
the blood of Christ. “These are they that come’ out 
of the great tribulation, and they washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood ‘of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of God; and 
they serve him day and night in his temple: and he 
that sitteth on the throne shall spread his tabernacle 
over them.” Shall we not be glad, when we go to 
be forever in our Lord’s presence, that we trusted 
him now and here, in our weakness and need, to 


“spread his tabernacle over us,” moment by moment, — 


receiving this gracious ministry of his not by our 
strength, but by faith in his strength? 


x 
Should One Leave a Modernist Chifrch ? 


If you were (as of course yougare) a sincere Con- 
servative in the Fundamentals of the Christian faith, 
and if your pastor, though apparently the same at heart, 
decided to stand with the Modernists for reasons of 
policy, saying, “‘We must either stay with the Mod- 
ernists or go outside and stand alone on the hay pile,” 
what would you do? 

My reply was: “Well, if that is true, and if it has 
come to that, I will go outside and stand with the 
minority on the ‘hay pile.’” Ought I then to ask for 
my letter and withdraw from the church, especially as 
I cannot conscientiously support the stand he takes 
or the social and educational work on the foreign and 
home fields to which the missionary funds of the church 
are devoted? Or would it be best, since such a move 
would be likely to pregipitate a church split, to go 
slowly, and refuse to give money, and wait until I am 
forced out? There are only two other members of this 
church, so far as I know, who feel just as I do about 
the matter. 

I shall greatly appreciate your counsel. 


Sometimes it is best, in such a case, to remain 
within the church membership and pray for a new 
minister. God may answer the prayer by making 
the very minister who is already there the “new 
minister,”— new in his vision of Christ, his sur- 
render to his Lord, his faith in both the written 
Word and the living Word of God. Or, in answer 
to such a prayer, God may remove the minister and 
bring into the church another man, sound and true in 
the faith. 

There are undoubtedly cases where God _ would 
have a true, clear visioned believer remeve from a 
Modernist church and seek fellowship elsewhere. The 
question so clearly stated in this letter is confronting 
God’s people in many churches throughout Christen- 
dom. It is not confined to any locality, nor to any 
denomination. It is an inevitable part of the present 
distressing conflict that is going on against the “faith 
once for all delivered unto the saints.” And, as will 
readily be seen, no rule or fixed answer can be given 
for the solution of the problem ip every case. God's 
own guidance must be sought, in earnest prayer, by 
each individual who is confronted with this situation 
Whatever is done must be done in perfect love, — 
the love that is described in 1 Corinthians 13. As 
God’s will alone, not man’s opinion, is sought, in 
humility and love and full surrender to the Lord, 
God’s will will be made kndwn, and blessing will 
follow. 
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Lesson for December 24 
Luke 2: 13-20. Luke 12 
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When Anton Heard the Story of Bethlehem Night 


. ' And sought for Christ at Christmas time 








By Mabel Brown Sherard 

















Southern town of Hartsville. Shop windows 
grew gay over night with the scarlet and green 
of holly and garlanded, \gray-berried cedar. In the 
Acme café on Main Street, where Anton Manos was 
working bravely to accustom himself to a strange 
new world, these fragrant Christmas greens, so pa- 
thetically without meaning tg this hard-working 
young Greek, found a place in the windows along 
with the display of fruifs and vegetables. These 
“Amer-reecans” used holly and cedar for decoration 
—yes. Then a foreigner, hungering to be a good 
citizen of the “beeg co’ontree” must do as did others, 
Anton was twenty-one. He had recently left the 
Homeland and come over to America to cast in his 
hazardous fortunes with those of his brother Gus, 
who had established the Acme and was now on the 
road to independence. The homesickness that had 
come nigh to: breaking Anton’s heart those first fear- 
ful weeks in Hartsville was gradually wearing away. 
He had studied English for two years before he 
came over, only to Jearn that English in grammars is 
very different from English spoken in a café! But 
Anton was studying hard at night and working re- 
lentlessly during the long, trying days of readjust- 
ment to be “eefeecient” and to make the customers 
that thronged the dingy little shop like him. He was 
eager ahd determined to be a real “Amer-reecan,” 
happy and smiling as were his new countrymen. 

For that was one characteristic of America that 
had gripped Anton’s fancy from the day he landed 
in Hoboken. These great Americans were happy! 
Not so in the Homeland,—ah, no. Especially since 
the great, black war. Anton wanted the happiness 
that seemed to be a part of every life about him for 
his own. Wanted it to offset the grim memories of 
a poverty-shadewed boyhood and to make him a 
working unit in the land of his adoption. 


Tse thrill of Christmas hung over the little | 


O IT was that he had thrown his soul into the sor- 

did tasks of the Acme’s sooty kitchen. Gus, who 
was stolid and surly by nature, was hostile to inno- 
vations that called for an outlay of money. Anton, 
who loved cleanliness and order, slyly scalded the 
greasy sinks and worked indefatigably to establish a 
new order of system in the business. Oftentimes he 
incurred Gus’ wrath and there would follow days of 
deep despair and loneliness. Gus had no patience 
with perfection of detail—the dollar of his: patrons 
was worth more to him than their good-will, and 
service that brought no fault-finding was good serv- 
ice in his estimation, Why work to overplease? 

The patrons soon learned that Anton would do to 
trust. His dark, appealing eyes met theirs with a 
frankness of soul that touched the hardest of them. 
He never got their orders wrong, and he took a vital, 
satisfying interest in each steaming dish that his long 
brown fingers placed carefully upon the tables. Some- 
times, though, there would come a curt word or a 
rude order to poison Anton’s day and weigh his young 
heart down with a feeling of utter futility. Butt, he 
reasoned bravely, it must always be so. Even in the 
big, rich America there must fall the rain. .. . 


Christmas Eve came, balmy and mild, a true 
Southern Christmas. The™sun shofie with genial 
warmth at noon and tradesmen propped opén the 
doors of their shops that belated hordes of shoppers 
might throng their aisles with ease. Gay crowds 
of boys and girls were abroad, the spirit of the holi- 
days shining from their laughing faces. Packages! 
The world seemed full of them. Thousands reeled 
on the tops of swaying trucks, silhouetted their in- 
viting bulk against trolley and automobile windows 


and overflowed from the arms of hurrying men and. 


women. Anton watched the merry crowds through 
the Acme’s broad windows, his dark eyes hungry 
with a vague, restless longing to be a part of the 
world about him. That happiness, the “Amer-recan’s” 
happiness! Oh, that he, a misplaced atom of the old 
world, might learn the blessed,secret of it! 

It was six o'clock, and the reddened glow in the 
west had faded into an early winter dusk. Bright 
lights spangled the streets. Broad shafts of light 
were thrown out into the streets from open doors. 
The night was warm and starry, such a Christmas 
night as comes rarely even in the Southland. The 
crowd in the Acme was thinning and the town clock 
had just struck seven.’ Nobody dines late in the 
small town, and to-night every one was eager to 
join the extravagant, light-hearted throngs in the 
street. Orchestras sounded lilting invitations from 
the motion picture theaters. Anton watched the 
crowds going in and out of the Palace, across the 
street from the café. How happy the girls looked! 
Anton, remembering disquieting impressions received 
of womankind in his boyhood, sighed heavily. He 
thought of girls with patient eyes . . . of days of 


heavy toil . . . ugly, plain clothes. . . . Ah, in the 
great America, women seemed beloved! 

“Here, waiter!” 

Anton wheeled at the command, 

“Open the doors. It is warm in here, and we 
want to see what the crowd in front is. doing.” 

Antor obediently swung the café doors wide. A 
street preacher had begun a sermon on the curb, and 
many stopped to listen, Not a big gathering, for as 
soon as the majority of the pleasure-seekers caught 
the words “God” and “Jesus Christ” the most of 
them experienced an uncomfortable feeling and 
hurried on. Anton, leaning against the open doors, 
listened wearily to the impassioned speaker. 


HE man, Anton discovered, was talking about God. 

Anton had heard about this God. He was a Person 
who was gracious to the rich and ignored the peti- 
tions of the poor. He supposed the American lis- 
teners had heard about this God too, for many of 
them listened with amused and tolerant smiles. The 
man talked now about a son—a Jesus, who had died 
on earth that men might be set free. Anton didn’t 
understand that — he had never heard about any son. 
He grew interested and stepped outside the door- 
way, where he could sce the few remaining diners 
just gs well and hear the man a great deal better. 

With simple fervor this man of the streets told the 
old, old story of the Bethlehem Night, in such plain, 
direct language that the Greek boy, with his meager 
store of English, understood it all. Anton listened, 
absorbed, piecing the wondrous, precious facts to- 
gether in his hungry heart. All, so the “Amer- 
reecan” said, one had to do was to believe — believe! 
Anton watched the expression of rapt happiness on 
the speaker’s face. Other passing faces, he noticed 
keenly, were also happy and carefree. A great light 
broke over the boy’s waiting soul. No wonder these 
great, rich people were happy! They had a God who 
would care for all,—the poor along with the rich. 
For anybody who believed. Small wonder that he 
and Gus were still poor and struggling, for they had 
never heard of this good and gracious Son! 

Anton, his dark, velvety eyes ashine with sudden 
determination, pushed his way to the speaker’s side. 
— you lear-rn mor’? Wher-re you join th’ 

on?” 

Scmebody laughed outright. The man’s face was 
grave and concerned. He looked down into the 
boy’s clear, honest eyes and read aright the loneliness, 
the groping of a soul struggling for salvation, that 
were mirrored in their depths. A swift prayer went 
up to God for guidance while the man reached for 
Anton’s hands and smiled encouragement and sym- 
pathy into the eager face. To whom should he send 
the lad? Of course —to Henry Wideman! 

“Go to the big church down on the corner, my 
boy. Down this way—see it? Tell the minister 
there you want to become a Christian, a follower 
of Jesus Christ. God bless you.” 

Anton glanced back into the café. The last cus- 
tomer was paying his check. Gus was behind in the 
kitchen, gloating over the day’s receipts. Hastily 
untying his apron, Anton called the cashier. 

“Tell Gus Anton mus’ go—som’wher-re —leel 
way. Anton be back ver-ra soon.” 


OWN through the brightly-lighted streets heshur- 

ried, not daring to think what Gus would say 
when he returned. The big church on the corner,—ah, 
yes! Anton could see the soft, mellow light shin- 
ing through its chaste, stained-glass windows on the 
long rows of expensive motors parked on the side 
street. Ah, was he too late? They were already 
there, these happy Americans, worshiping their God 
who saved and cared for the least of them. He, 
even poor Anton, would tell them that he, too, wanted 
their God. Wanted to know him “queeck,” that he 
might ease the ache of loneliness in his heart this 
first Christmas in an alien land. Hopestrengthened, 
he ran lightly up the broad stone steps. 

A magnificent cedar, hung with glittering tinsel, 
topped by a gorgeous electric star, stretched its grace- 
ful branches over the pulpit. It was weighted with 
toys and colorful, alluring packages. Behind stretched 
a desert panorama with the Magi in relief. Lights 
sparkled on the holly wreaths hung from the choir 
loft and powdered with mica. They sparkled, too, 
on the jewels of women and on rich, luxurious fab- 
rics. The air was thick with the fragrance of the 
white carnations banked profusely around the foot 
of the tree. The choir was singing and Anton paused, 
spell-bound, at the door. 


“Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.” 


The last note of the great organ quivered into 
silence, and the Reverend Henry Wideman faced his 
complacent congregation for a short taik before the 
distribution of the gifts. A ripple of pleasant ex- 
pectation ran through the church, 

Now, thought Anton, now was the time. “Go and 
tell the minister you want to become a, Christian, a 
follower of Jesus Christ.” This man was evidently 
the leader, the minister of whom the man _ spoke. 
As Henry Wideman opened his mouth to speak, he 
paused suddenly, his eye.on the young foreigner 
standing in the doorway. He wondered what had 
become of the ushers, why nobody seated the youth. 
He could not know that Anton had passed the ushers 
at the door with unseeing eyes, so intent was he in 
getting into the church in time to speak his heart to 
the minister, Anton’s helpless pause was brief; he 
strode manfully down the richly-carpeted aisle, the 
light of a great purpose in his glowing eyes. He 
mounted the steps to the pulpit, brushed by the tree 
straight to the side of the wondering servant of God. 

“Sir-r,” Anton’s voice quivered across to the amazed 
listeners, “I coom’ to know about Jees’s. A man 


tol’ Anton: ‘Go to th’ chur-rch an’ tell th’ meen- 
eester-r you wan’ becoom’ Chr-reestian. I see th’ 
lights shin’ on th’ str-reet, an’ hear-r th’ song. Now 


I coom’. Tell me, Anton, how I be a Chr-reestian ?” 

The atmosphere in the church was electric. Henry 
Wideman turned to his gongregation and encountered 
the indignant gaze of Johnson Travis from the front 
pew. Beyond, the Wallaces looked on in bored dis- 
gust. Some young people in the rear giggled openly. 
At the sound of it, Anton turned sharply. His keen 
eyes swept the faces before him, as if he had just 
realized their presence. He looked closer and saw 
Johnson Travis eyeing him antagonistically. The 
boy’s lips stiffened with a sudden conviction that he 
had grievously erred. The buoyant sense of hope- 
fulness ebbed from his heart, leaving him acutely 
miserable. He, an alien, a stranger within the gates 
of America, had done wrong to intrude into the 
church of her people and ask for a knowledge of 
their God. The man on the street, then, had told a 
lie. The Son of God was not for a poor foreigner. 


ENRY WIDEMAN, stirred to the depth of his 

being, prayed for the power to handle this deli- 
cate situation as his Master would have him do. “My 
people,” he began, “I thank God for —” 


Johnson Travis rose abruptly to his feet. “Par- 
don me, Mr. Wideman. Suppose we ask the young 
man to wait until the exercises are over. The chil- 


dren are impatient and restless. Tell him to take a 
seat, and you can question him later.” 

Henry Wideman, as wretched now as Anton, found 
himself against a stone wall of convention. His 
heart urged him to,speak his testimony for his Mas- 
ter; but he saw that his flock shared Johnson Travis’ 
idea of disposing of: an awkward situation. 

Anton saw. Anton heard. He stood, a pathetic 
flame of old world color, against a smug, Phari- 
saical background_of professed Christianity. 

“Anton — beg — par-rdon — ees ar’righ’ — Anton 
— cannot — wait.” And the boy was gone, as sud- 
denly as he had come, down the long aisle to the 
door. Henry Wideman tried to speak, tried to deter 
the boy, who, even in his humiliation, held his head 
proudly, his lovable soul speaking its wound through 
his vivid, flaming eyes. Anton-hurried quickly down 
the steps out into the starry night. 


* * * * * 


It was eleven-thirty. A dim light burned in the 
rear of the café, where Anton was counting the sil- 
ver and stacking the dishes on the serving tables. 
His heart was heavy. A sense of shame came over 
him at the remembrance of his ill-timed visit to the 
church in the early evening. How had he dared? A 
knock at the closed doors of the café aroused him. 

It was Henry Wideman. Recognizing the minister, 
Anton. stiffened with, resentment. 

“May I come in? I want to talk to you.” Anton, 
too overwhelmed with a rush of emotion to speak, 
helplessly nodded his assent. 

Under the dim carbon lamp burning over the huge 
stack of white crockery, the lean, distinguished face 
of Henry Wideman bore traces of a mighty spiritual 
upheaval. Anton’s dark eyes, still shadowed by his 
wounded soul, met those of the minister with calm, 
stoical indifference. 

“My boy, I have come—to apologize —to tell you 
the truth. I want you to listen, and then—if you 
can—tg forgive me—”’. Henry Wideman’s voice 
broke treacherously. Anton could not speak. But, 
— by the minister’s deep emotion, he nodded his 

ead. 

_In words born of agonized prayer, Anton Manos 
listened to the story of the Bethlehem Night. Of 
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the Christ Compassionate, who is the friend of the 
lowly as well as the God of the rich. He heard it, 
a great, healing happthess encompassing his thirst- 
ing heart as he listened. Henry Wideman tried to 
‘tell him that it was human frailty that had failed him 
in the church, and not the message so powerfully 
proclaimed by the man of the streets. The minister 
endeavored to explain the sad fact of the coldness 
of heart all too evident in the average professing 
Christian. Haltingly he confessed that the multitude 
of redeemed souls ews put their hand to the plow 
and looked back not once but many times. In a 
tumultuous outpouring of his soul, Henry Wideman 
confessed that he had shamefully failed as a wit- 
ness for his Master. 

“And, my boy,” he concluded, huskily, “I can never 
be the contented pastor of an ease-loving flock again. 
I am going away —to get out where there is a vital, 
crying need for me. I thank you and I thank God 
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for this revelation of myself, as I stood there, a 
smooth-tongued, complacent slacker. I can never for- 
get that He gave me one opportunity to testify glo- 
riously for him and I failed him — utterly failed him! 
After all these years to think that I—” In an agony 
of remorse, he reached to grasp Anton’s hands. 

But a great light of peace and understanding had 
come to Anton. His soft dark eyes shone with vic- 
tory. He clasped the minister’s trembling hands in 
his strong, boyish grasp: 

“Anton thank you—thousan’ times —to tell heem 
thees stor-ry. I am so—how.you say? — sateesfied. 
Ees a’r-righ —now. To-night, Anton be a Chr-rees- 
tian! Ah, so good! I help you wor-rk forir Heem, 
so? 

“Yes,” Henry Wideman answered, simply. ‘“We 
will tell him now, right here together, that he has two 
new souls for his Christmas present.” 

Betton, S. C. 
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Modernist theology is still repeating the old and disproved gibes about Luke's being inaccurate in his statement 

concerning the census of Quirinius, or Cyrenius (Luke 2: 1-5). If any teachers of the Christmas Sunday-school 

lesson are befogged by such statements, this article will be a welcome enlightenment as a sidelight on that lesson. 

It may be read in connection with Sir William's article, ‘‘When Quirinius was Governor of Syria,’’ in The 
Sunday School Times of September 23, which it supplements. 


by historians of the old Roman Empire, and re- 

peated parrot-like by all their followers, than 
that a census of the Roman Etmpire never took place 
and never was dreamed of, and eSpecially that no 
such census or enrolment was ever ordered by the 
Emperor Augustus to be taken throughout the Ro- 
man ‘Empire, which is the statement made in Luke 
2:1, 2. It must first be stated that the enrolment 
took place at any time during a whole year after the 
last day of the periodic census year, and that the year 
during which the enrolment or enumeration was 
made in each province was the special kind of year 
employed in that province: for example, in Egypt 
the year began in August, in many West Asian coun- 
tries it began in September at the autumn equinox, 


Fi. errors have been more confidently stated 


and so on, according to varying customs of the sev-- 


eral countries. The Romans did not alter such local 
arrangement, for they made a point of not interfer- 
ing with the customs and laws of each country, so 
long as these were not unfavorable to the develop- 
ment of the Roman system of administration. But 
in order to attain clearness I shall speak about the 
year always according to the Roman system, begin- 
ning on January 1, and adjustment must be made by 
those who seek minute accuracy for each town or 
country or province in the Empire where a different 
New Year’s Day was observed. For the sake of 
clearness I. distinguish between the periodic census 
year and the year following it, during which the ac- 
tual enrolment of names and statistics took place, as, 
for example, if 9 B. C. was the periodic census year 
then at any time during the following year, 8 B. C., 
each householder might be, and was, obliged by law 
to give in his census paper, stating the facts regard- 
ing his family as they were on the last .day of the 
preceding year, 9 B. C. 

Only the head of the household was required to 
present himself to the proper Roman official, and 
record his declaration in writing. Where a woman 
was the head of the household, she gave in her dec- 
laration personally, usually with her “guardian,” for 
in Egypt, where the old status of women had been 
so high, a kurios, or male -guardian, was legally 
needed to legalize any action performed by her. It 
is evident that in Acts 16 Lydia was the head of her 
household and issued orders that were implicitly 
obeyed; but, as no legal appearance was made by 
her, it remains uncertain whether the. law in Mace- 
donia in a Roman colony demanded that she should 
have a kurvos. In Luke 2:1-4 Mary’s presence in 
Bethlehem was not required by the law, and it must 
be explained as due to the circumstances of the fam- 
ily. 

The reason for the general disbelief of historians 
formerly, even the greatest historians, that there was 
an enrolment or census of the Roman Empire, lay in 
the fact that they had not realized how much use was 
made in administration of writing and registration 
and the collection of statistics, and had not learned 
that the Imperial administration was conducted ac- 
tording to a tabulated and classified collection of the 
facts regarding each province. Modern discovery 
within the last thirty years has thrown a new light 
eo: Roman administration, and has shown that <n its 
brilliant period, beginning with Augustus, it was ar- 
aanged according to the collection of facts and num- 
ders. and the study of these facts and numbers: and 
that on this scientific basis many public burdens, such 


as the poll tax and military service, were fairly and 
equitably distributed and organized. We now know 
that such was the case and such the character of the 
Roman administration: it was bureaucratic, and Au- 
gustus arranged a careful system of training of offi- 
cials who were made to enter the public service about 
the age of seventeen or eighteen, and to pass through 
a graduated series of offices, partly civil and partly 
military, until they attained the highest rank in the 
administration. In this respect Luke never makes a 
mistake. He always calls every official by his correct 
title; and yet the variety of titles and powers and 
duties was so bewildering that it is rare to find any 
Modernist theologian who does not make errors, al- 
though they ignorantly repeat the old and now dis- 
proved gibes against the accuracy of Luke in his ref- 
erences to Roman facts. 

The Imperial service was also arranged on an aris- 
tocratic system. The old aristocratic families had the 
preference and almost exclusive right in entering the 
highest grade of the public service, but there was a 
remarkable degree of openness to rising talent. It 
was always possible, and was quite frequent, for 
able men born in a lower class to force their way into 
a higher class ®f the service by pure merit. That 
carriére ouverte au talent which Napoleon the Great 
made his ideal in public life was realized to a very 
considerable degree in the Roman service; and not 
merely are there many examples of men born to and 
trained in the second class of the public service, — 
the Equestrian service, — but also there are examples 
of men rising from the ranks and attaining the high- 
est position in the public administration, even attain- 
ing to the Imperial position. To take the most famil- 
iar example, the governor of Syria, Quirinius, under 
whose government the Saviour was born, sprang from 
a family of the humblest class in a small Latin town 
about twenty miles from Rome. Given good ability, 
enterprise, and courage, almost anything was open to 
a citizen who was free-born under the Roman Im- 
perial system. 

The broad line of distinction between free-born and 
slave-born was more difficult to surmount. Those 
who were born slaves might attain freedom by merit 
or by useful service in one way or another, and the 
children: of these freedmen were. free to enter the 
public service, but it was rather difficult for a man 
who had been born a slave to attain even the second 
class of the public service. And yet an example oc- 
curs in the Acts: Felix, the procurator of Palestine 
in the time of Paul, belonged to a slave-born family; 
his brother and himself were both freedmen, and his 
brother became one of the wealthiest men in the Em- 
pire, while Felix entered the public service in an 
official fashion. It goes without saying that the 
richest man in Rome was a man of great influence 
and power, whether or not he occupied any official 
position, and Pallas the freedman, the brother of 
Felix, was in that position. Luke clearly and accur- 
ately distinguishes between the highest and the sec- 
ond class in the Roman service, and he has evidently 
the warmest feeling for those men of the highest 
class to whom he alludes. Sergius Paulus, the pro- 
consul governing Cilicia, is described most favorably 
as a man of intellectual interests, loving to hear dis- 
cussions about philosophy and higher thought and 
deeply impressed by the teaching of Paul and Barna- 
bas. Gallio, the pro-consul governing Achaia, the 
brother of the famous philosopher and writer and 
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statesman, Seneca, is alluded to in a similar way by 
the historian Luke. It is true that he has become 
proverbial in modern times for his carelessness, and 
the expression which Luke uses, that “Gallio cared 
for none of these things,” is quoted without under- 
standing it by modern writers generally; but what 
Gallio took no notice of was the charge brought by 
the Jews against Paul that he was offending against 
their religious interests, and he decided that Paul was 
perfectly free and that it was no part of his duty 
to interfere in such difficult religious questions. He 
would not take any notice of mere dissensions about 
matters of religious custom, but he would leave every 
religion free to carry out its own principles and cus- 
toms, so long as these were not hostile to the State. 
In truth, those words of Gallio were a charter of 
freedom for Christians to teach their religion in the 
Empire. 

On the other hand, officials of the second class and 
rank, the equestrian, make a much less pleasing im- 
pression in Luke’s narrative. Pilate, Felix, Festus, 
are neither lovable nor admirable characters. As a 
general rule it is found to be the case in a study of 
the Roman system that those who are well-born and 
accustomed from their infancy to an orderly life and 
the expectation of serving the country in an official 
capacity, while not always the most able, prove gen- 
erally to be the best suited morally to live through a 
career of public duty and to surmount the tempta- 
tions which attend the position of power. 

It throws a new and brilliant light on the char- 
acter of Roman government even during the pagan 
period that it was of this character, being based tipon 
scientific principles and the collection, enumeration, 
and orderly classification of the facts of society. It 
was the unwillingness to admit that Rome had this 
scientific basis that led to the universal disbelief in 
Luke’s statement that a census of the Empire was 
ordered by Augustus. The Modernist theologians 
seemed to have here an easy triumph. , Luke in the 
first four verses of chapter 2, describing the birth of 
Christ, was charged by them with the grossest his- 
torical inaccuracy, and this inaccuracy. was essential 
to his story, because upon the necessity. of traveling 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem was based his explana- 
tion of the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was. born in 
Bethlehem of a family which -lived in Nazareth be- 
fore and after. 

More than thirty years ago scholars: who were ex- 
amining the Egyptian Papyri, and publishing them 
began to notice many papers which could only be de- 
scribed as census-papers, being ‘the, actual ‘returns 
made to the proper Roman official by persons resid- 
ing in various parts of Egypt; and’in 1802 three dif- 
ferent scholars, two German and one English, pub- 
lished their discovery that these census-papers ‘im- 
plied a regularly recording system whereby every 
fourteen years all households in Egypt were counted. 
When this discovery was made ‘no census-paper was 
known earlier than A. D. 90, but from that year to 
the middle of the third century census-papers in a 
practically unbroken series showed the continuance of 
a fourteen-year system of census taking. Now it is 
obvious that a single census is practically of no value 
for administrative purposes. It is not possible to 
base on such a single enumeration of the people and 
the households the permanent administration of the 
country. Changes come about so rapidly, population 
shifts and varies, wealth passes from hand to hand. 
and as we know in modern times, it requires a‘regu- 
lar series of enumerations to form a proper basis 
for administering a country. When we read Luke 
2:1-4 carefully, we observe that his use of tenses 
implies a distinction in hif mind between the system 
and the actual census at which Christ was born. In 
the one case he uses the present, implying a system; 
in the other case he uses the aorist, which implies a 
definite historical fact; and we nofice that Clement 
of Alexandria speaks of the census system as a‘ fa- 
miliar fact, while Pliny mentions that Claudius could 
order an inquisition into the life of a particular in- 
dividual in Italy, implying that the facts gathered’ in 


a census were preserved, and if preserved they must , 


have been classified and made the basis of govern- 
ment. While the first discovery proved only that 
the census system was in existence in A. D. 90 evi- 
dently as an established fact, a consideration of the 
inevitable conditions of Imperial administratiom 
showed that the systenf must nave originated from 
Augustus. It,was that Emperor who established the 
entire bureaucratic system throughout the Empire. 
He regulated and co-ordinated the Empire, and any 
person who speaks about such an important fact in 
the Imperial bureaucratic government as originated 
by any other Emperor of the first century than Au- 
gustus undertakes to maintain a difficult if not im- 
possible theory which would be condemned by uni- 
versal consent among historians. No other Emperor 
of that period was an originator of any important 
feature in the government of the Empire except Au- 
gustus. 

Moreover, this system, if we count back, implies 
that the enrolment was arranged from 23 B.-C., the 
first year of the fully organized Imperial forms and 
authority. From that time onward Augustus clothed 
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Lesson for December 24 
Luke 2: 1-20. Luke 12 


his authority with the specious power of the champion- 
ship of the Commons, and he and all succeeding Em- 
perors counted their power* by the number of years 
during which they had held this democratic title. They 
governed the Empire not as consuls, nor as imperators, 
nor as generals in command of the army (war-lords, as 
in Germany), but as champions of the common people, 
these humble ordinary human beings upon whom the 
Empire was built up; and each Emperor claimed to 
be always on the outlook for every opportunity of 
(Continued on page 776) 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
| Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 

















He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done 
for thee these great and terrible things, which thine 
eyes have seen (Deut, 10:21). 


’ 
HERE are several peculiar things about this verse. 
Let us point these out. 7 

One peculiar thing is that the Holy Spirit should 
have placed the word “praise” before the word “God,” 
for our instinct would have been to write the verse, 
“He is thy God, and he is thy praise.” But God 
has a good reason for putting the order as he does. 
He is seeking to teach Israel a deep lesson; namely, 
that He who has already been their praise will con- 
tinue to be their God. Israel was evidently in dan- 
ger of forgetting that the One who had done great 
things for them and who had thus filled their hearts 
with thanksgiving would remain to them the un- 
changing and unchangeable God. And this is the 
situation with us. As we look backward, we can 
think of many times when God has filled our hearts 
with laughter and our lips with praise; but as we 
look forward it is with fear, for we wonder if God 
can ever be so great in the future as he has been in 
the past. Thus the. verse told Israel, and thus it 
tells us that the God. who has made us praise him 
will make us do so. 

Another peculiar thing is that God was seeking to 
teach Israel to praise him for the “great” and “ter- 
rible things” which they had seen. Now this was 
not natural, for these same great and terrible things 
had been acts of devastating and destroying judg- 
ments upon the children of men, which implies that 
God had revealed himself, not simply as a God of 
love, but also as a God of wrath. It was a: hard 
lesson for Israel to learn to thank God for wrath; 
and it is likewise a hard one for us to learn. Never- 
theless, it is one that God desired to teach Israel; 
and it is one which he desires to teach us. It is a 
remarkable fact that the word ‘Alleluia” in the Holy 
Scriptures is only connected with scenes of terrible 
judgments (Rey..19:1, 3, 4, 6). Evidently we need 
new thoughts about God. And we shall only have 
these as we are lifted into heavgnly places and learn 
to know him as he really is. There and thus we shall 
learn to praise, and to give him thanks for his 
wrath and judgments as wefl as for his love and 
mercies. 

PrinceETON, N. J. 
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Chorus Accompaniment. Part Ill 


HE prelude to the song offers scope. to the pianist 

in its varied possibilijes. The rendition of the 
melody in the bass is a feature which always arrests 
the attention of an audience. Many pianists find 
difficulty in playing the melody in the bass. This is 
possibly due to the fact that the right hand is more 
highly developed than_the teft_in the matter of tech- 
nique. For many years it has been a habit of mine 
to transfer to the left hand the melody of the song. 
The idea first suggested itself through hearing an 
erchestra in London. As one of the great orchestral 
classics. was being played, suddenly the ’cello took 
up the melody an octave lower than written. Around 
it the stringed and other instruments supplied a suit- 
able accompaniment. The rich tone of the ’cello in 
masterly hands made its appeal, and at once it oc- 
curred to me that the idea might well be adopted 
for hymn and Gospel song playing. 

The first essent‘al for a satisfactory rendition of 
the melody in the bass is a clear-cut idea and definite 
knowledge of the. melody itself. This method calls 
for special attention in the development pf a suit- 
able right hand accompaniment. In this connection 
many @ pianist utterly fails. The failure is due pos- 
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sibly to’ the desire of the pianist to elaborate the ac- 
companiment instead of simplifying it. A sure guide 
to the chords of an accompaniment in the right hand 
is suggested by the actual chords of the original 
score. It is not necessary to play a chord in the 
right hand every time a note of the melody is played 
in the left. Very often a pianist can play a whole 
note chord for a complete measure, or two half-note 
chords may be supplied for the complete measure. 
In these cases the sustaining pedal must be used with 
care and precision. 

The pianist must always be guided by the original 
printed score and the actual printed chords. Art at 
its best is always simple, and the beauty of sical 
art is found usually in its simplicity. This applies 
to accompaniment just as well as to other branches 
of artistic development. In playing the prelude with 
the melody in the bass the pianist most not forget the 
great purpose of the prelude. Let the melody always 
indicate clearly the song to be sung. Let the tempo 
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always suggest the actual time in which the song is 
to be sung. The pianist who is weak in left hand 
technique should give special attention to the prac- 
tise of scales and exercises with the left hand. 
Strength comes with use and the development of 
good left hand technique can be achieved by definite 
application to practise. 

Another prelude method which forms a pleasing 
change is the playing of the melody an octave higher 
than written. In this case the melody can be played 
in octaves, and a simple octave and chord accompani- 
ment supplied in the bass. 

Improvisation of the Gospel song prelude is es- 
sentially different from the improvisation of the actual 
accompaniment of the singer. It will be seen that in 
the prelude itself much work can be done, and the de- 
velopment of varied prelude forms should suggest to 
the pianist the need of définite study and work along 
this particular line. 

Los ANGELES, CAL, 








** It seems my one hope,” wrote Dr. Taylor 
from captivity 














(Continued from last week) 


HE stranger who stole quietly upon Dr. Tay- 
lor was Ch’en Wen-an, who had volunteered to 
take the place of Li Ien-ts’ing and was the 
bearer of longed-for’ letters. Glad as he was to 
have found the band, it was almost with fear he 
waited for the sleeper to waken. What had been his 
experiences? What would be his first words? If 
he were suffering and down-hearted, or pained at 
being left so long alone, what could the watcher do 
or say?. Just then the tired eyes opened. 

“Who are you?” was the smiling question. 

And when he knew — “Oh, let us praise the Lord 
together! How good of you to come!” 

Never could the young man forget, he told us, the 
blessing of that hour» To find any one really happy 
and satisfied urtler such trying circumstances was 
a revelation, somewhat as the songs of Paul and Silas 
must have been in the Philippian jail. 

And there was added joy next day, for another 
friend found them, a brother of Li Ien-ts’ing’s, who 
had also come at the risk of his own life to keep Dr. 
Taylor company. Such love in Christ is indeed be- 
yond price. 

“We have just had evening worship together,” Dr. 
Taylor wrote that Sunday, “and I trust it has been 
a time of blessing to us all. One is just living in 
prayer these days, of course.... Everything seems 
going well, thank God, and my three nights on moun- 
tain tops have done me no harm.@I am very well 
and very happy, though of course the unsanitary sur- 
roundings and crowding are often a trial.” 

And on the envelope he added: 

“No wind, thank God! Slept well all night and 
am refreshed. ‘Lo, I am with you all the days,’ is 
no vain promise, is it? I am kept in peréect peace.” 

That that keeping was,a reality was still more 
evident as the long weeks went on. A visit from 
“General” P’u made it manifest that the brigands 
were not prepared to surrender on the Governor’s 
terms. They had no confidence even in his written 
promise, and pointed to the fact that the soldiers 
were still pressing them, though he had said to us 
that they would be withdrawn. ~ Matters could not 
go on like that, and P’u-had drafted eight require- 
ments to be forwarded to the Governor, with a state- 
ment that unless the troops were actually recalled 
within three days Dr. Taylor would be executed with- 
out further parley. ' 

How much there was in this threat he could no 
tell, but it was evident that if serious fighting took 
place and some of the brjgands were killed, even 
“General” Chang would be unable to protect him. 
To avoid a collision the band went off after P’u had 
left them, and for six nights in that stormy March 
weather they slept on mountainsides, at an altitude 
of eight or nine thousand feet, with no roof over 
their heads. By a mere goat-track they went up a 
valley so steep and narrow that twice over the horse 
carrying the “kitchen” slipped and rolled down into 
the stream. Happily he and his load were recover- 
able, though they ‘had to be taken a long way back 
to get on the path again. No supper was to be had 
that night till 12 o’clock, and it was hungrily they 
waited round their fires in the little clearing among 
the trees. 

“You must not overestimate my trials,” their pris- 
oner wrote from one of these hiding-places. “I have 
much every day to give thanks for, especially: dear 
Li, and for the friendliness, courtesy, and cheeriness 
of the men. You know I love to see people cheer- 
ful. Then the weather has been a great mercy — 
comparatively warm and fine! The shower we had 
last night hardly wetted our things at all. The diet 


The Bandits Offer Exchange of Prisoners 
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too has done me great good, and so has the open- 
air life and horse exercise. I am sure you would see 
my figure improved! 

“Li Sheng-chu is just splendid —level-headed, a 
‘good mixer,’ and so loving and thoughtful! I awoke 
to find him holding an umbrella so as to shelter us 
both from the rain at 4.30 this morning, crouching 
by my side. He had already spread an oiled sheet 
over me. And about the three days’ limit, he took 
pains to explain that this was only a threat to im- 
press the Acting Governor. His brother would, I 
think, have taken it literally. We have good times 
together in prayer and over the Word. Such a big 
blessing he is! e 

“T am certainly in much more ‘rugged’ health than 
when we were taken, and I have learned a health 
lesson of considerable importance —the benefit of 
being hungry for one, two, or three hours several 
times a day. For me, a full basin of rice for break- 
fast any time between seven and nine, for dinner 
between one and four, and for supper between eight 
and eléven, with as much fat pork and greens as one 
cares for, and occasionally chicken, fish, or bean-curd 
is an ideal dietary. Tea, I take about once a day, at 
most twice, and not strong. As to trials, the sus- 
pense, opium-fumes, crowding and vermin — from 
which I keep fairly free—and the monotonous loiter- 
ing are among the chief. But God has, as always, 
been as good as his word: ‘As thy days so shall thy 
strength be.’ One has not been tried more than one 
could bear: and the benefits are obvious. You see I 
tell you both sides, and dear Parker can expand my 
brief categories from his own larger experience.” 

After a whole week in which he had not been able 
to undress or change his clothes, it was a comfort to 
return to the village where P’u had left them, a fav- 
orite haunt of his, and to find letters and news from 
the city. 

“It was good to hear to-day of the release of the 
ladies,” he wrote, “one of them wounded though, I 
am sorry to say, and that the troops have been with- 
drawn to the capital. The men evidently feel these 
things to be answers to prayer.1 So many of them 
want to turn over a new leaf and ‘General’ Chang is 
a changed man, utterly different from the person Mr. 
Parker describes—so kind and courteous and 
thoughtful! He gives heed to the Word, calls for 
quiet when we pray, and given a reasonable chance 
I believe he sincerely intends to become a Christian 
and break off opium. From the first we have had 
audible thanksgiving before every meal, and Li and I 
pray together audibly at least twice a day, morn- 
ing and evening. God is working, praise his Name! 
They have repeatedly told me that all robbery has 
been stopped since we were taken.” 

There was something very pathetic’ about the sit- 
uation, which was as anomalous as it well could be: 
the hard-pressed Government, unwilling to make 
terms with the brigands and yet unable to deal with 
them in any other way; the outlaws suffering for 
their crimes, and yet perhaps more sinned against 
than sinning; the poor distracted people, relieved for 
the moment, but not daring to breathe freely; and 
we ourselves, feeling for all sides, conscious of the 
increasing friendlitiess.of the men who threatened 
our lives, and praying for their deliverance as well as 
our own, though hope seemed to grow less and less. 

For the reply of the Governor to P’u’s eight re- 
quirements was merely a ‘restatement of the old po- 
sition — surrender, on the promise that a written par- 
don should be given to all who laid down their arms. 


— 





3 They had heard the prayers offered daily by their camp 
fires about these and other matters. The ladies were wives 
of brigand officers, taken as hostages by the soldiery. 
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The latter were to be purchased from the brigands 
at their full worth, and a duplicate of the written 
pardon would be lodged with the Provincial Assem- 
bly. It sounded all right; but as everybody knows, 
you might as well ask a brigand to lay down his 
head as to give up his arms. Practically it meant 
one and the same thing. 

But at this juncture, an unexpected development 
took place. P’u had again arrived on the scene, 
bringing with him his cabinet council — several so- 
called secretaries, and six or eight responsible-looking 
men of his own type. 

“At our noon interview,” Dr, Taylor wrote, “when 
the leaders conferred together over the Consul’s let- 
ter, the only ray of light Was that they listened to 
what one had to say, and that when a fierce young 
secretary shouted in my ear that I must write and 
tell ‘them’ that they really wanted to chao-an (join 
the regular army) and that if ‘they’ did not let them 
I should be killed, and I replied courteously that of 
course they could kill their friend if théy wished, but 
that it would not help the situation, P’u said kindly 
and reassuringly for the first time that they had no 
thought of killing me, only if troops were sent against 
them he could not be answerable for the conse- 
quences. I was kept free from fear, thank God, 
though it is painful for a deaf man to be discussed 
in this sort of corroberie.” 

It was an exciting time. A hundred and twenty 
to a hundred and forty brigands had gathered for 
the conclave, and the houses of the village were 
crowded. Something was disturbing the company 
more than their prisoner realized until one of the 
secretaries came and gave him the surprising infor- 
mation that two men named Ch’en and Yang had 
been arrested somewhere, and that if they were re- 
turned he himself would at once be released. Re- 
leased! What could it mean? The men had nothing 
to do with “General” P’u, the secretary said, and it 
seemed strange that their lives should be of so much 
importance to the band. Dr. Taylor was inclined to 
think that there was nothing in it; that the secretary 
was just making fun of him, or trying to get help for 
some friends of his own. He asked for the names 
in writing, and the young man pulled out his pocket- 
book and wrote as from his Commander in Chief: 

“Third moon, first day. In the city two men have 
been carried off, Ch’en and Yang. Let them be re- 
leased at once and there is hope for Dr. Taylor, 
otherwise he will be killed without pity.” 

And strange to say, this proved to be P’u’s mes- 
sage. For he came himself, and before a number 
of witnesses endorsed the promise. Five names were 
subsequently added to the list, making a total of 
seven. 

“If these people are set free you will be set free,” 
he said; “now writé letters, and send quickly into 
the city.” 

After the messenger was gone it all seemed like 
a dream. Could it indeed be that deliverance was 
so.near? Late that night when his companions were 
sleeping or smoking opium, Dr. Taylor wrote in the 
crowded room: 

“The thing that happened to-day was certainly 
mysterious. One cannot but connect it with your 
fasting and prayer on Thursday, and the many who 
are remembering us before the Lord. . .. I need 
hardly say I sincerely hope the Consul may be pros- 
pered in securing the release of those people with- 
out much delay. That the band should be inclined 
od release me on such an exchange is indeed a mir- 
acle. 

While awaiting the reply from the city it was 
little wonder that there were alternations of hope 
and fear. 

“Yesterday was a difficult day for us both,” he 
wrote from San-kia, where they spent the rest of the 
week, “After breakfast I was feeling a bit seedy 
and inclined to be despondent—dear Parker will 
understand, and so will you. This will never do, one 
felt. This is no time to be slack! So, at once, I 
sought grace and courage where they are never 
sought in vain. And I was granted complete de- 
liverance. 

“Soon after our 2 P. M. dinner, dear Li Sheng- 
chu (God’s good gift to me) came with a face like 
a thundercloud, hopeless, indignant, tried beyond en- 
durance. I need not repeat what he said, the sub- 
stance was that these ‘Brothers’ were beyond hope. 
not one of them would be saved! Some one had told 
him apparently that there was no thought whatever 
of releasing me; all they wanted was the liberation 
of their friends. 

“I suggested that he might be mistaken, saying that 
my Own impression was that the promise was sincere 
and would-be kept. ‘Probably some one has been try- 
ing to tease us,’ I added; ‘was it the fierce secre- 
tary?’ 

“I think he nodded assent. I reminded him that 
you were all praying, as well as we; then we turned 
to the Word and read promise after promise till he 
could smile again, somewhat wistfully, and peace of 
heart and mind was restored. We have much fel- 
lowship together in reading and prayer day by day. 

“To-day, to further reassure him, we have been 
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remembering that our confidence is in .God— Al- 
mighty God,—not man, and that keen and eager as 
we are for deliverance, God’s time is best. ‘The 
Lord knoweth how to deliver’ and when to deliver. 
We talked over Psalm 40 also, ‘I delight to do thy 
will, O my God,’ and Psalm 18, ‘As for God, his way 
is perfect,’ and ‘He maketh my way perfect.’ Li is 
helped, and so am I, Our Psalm for to-day, the 
sixty-eighth, is full of encouragement, is it not? ... 
Now, thank God, I am just about as happy, facing 
this uncertainty, as I was before. Of course I shall 
feel it for you intensely, if there is further delay. 
But the Comforter is with you, even our Lord him- 
self; the other Comforter also, who brings forth in 
us ‘lov@, joy, peace, longsuffering,’ and the rest.” 

As the days went slowly by, he could not but won- 
der at the delay. And we in the city could not but 
wonder, too. The Consul had taken up the matter 
warmly, going at once to the authorities to ask for 
the release of the seven prisoners in exchange for 
Dr. Taylor. To our great thankfulness, he found he 
was just in time to save one of them, and another 
of P’u’s people, both of whom were to have been 
executed that day. But they were not the two whom 
P’u most wanted. Strange to say, nothing seemed 
known of these men. The list was left with the Gen- 
eral, but all the Consul could tearn was that Ch’en 
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and Yang could not be traced. This was disappoint- 
ing news to send out to the mountains, the more so 
as Mr. Allen had received an anonymous letter urg- 
ently pleading for their lives. It all seemed mys- 
terious, and the Consul pressed his investigations. 

“Things look difficult,” Dr. Taylor wrote, after a 
further conversation with P’u, who was restive un- 
der the delay. “He would like to add to my ransom 
two more men, also two revolvers and a horse taken 
by the*soldiers. But in the course of conversation 
he said: ‘If those seven people are released and I 
do not release you, I shall be tui-puh-chw Shang-ti’— 
‘under the displeasure of God.’ 

“So I still think, if this can by any possibility be 
arranged, he will keep his word. You know how he 
changed overnight about you, and that is character- 
istic of the man. But he has a sense of honor... . 
His proposal was to-day: ‘Let those people be sent 
to Ta-sao and we will send you there in exchange.’ 
Humanly speaking it seems my one hope, and not 
such a faint hope either.” 

Alas, the writer little knew that a few hours earlier 
the two men P’u was so keen to save had been taken 
out to the city gate, by Government order, and de- 
liberately shot. There was no disguising then how 
serious the situation was. 

(To be continued next-week) 
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Going from the known to the unknown, and 
gtipping grown-ups as well as children 








The Old Pilot and the Candle Stub 


By C. H. Woolston, D.D. 








Are you who are pastors, Sunday-school superintendents and teachers making use of the fundamental laws of 

object teaching here mentioned ? Results are the proof that an experiment is well worth while, and in his Junior 

Church at the East Baptist Church\in Philadelphia Dr. Woolston finds that not only are life-abiding impressions 

made upon children’s plastic minds, but that mature men and women also receive rich blessings to their souls from 
his object lessons. 


German child teacher, introduced into the educa- 

tional world the kindergarten system of instruc- 
tion. He rediscovered or rescued from the rubbish 
of the Temple of Knowledge this old God-given 
idea of “show me,” commonly called “Object Teach- 
ing,” and then threw open to the vision of little chil- 
dren, and-to the rest of the folks a new and beautiful 
world — truth world—and the people began to see 
things. Object teaching of the present day is the full 
bloom flower from the old German kindergarten bud, 
and like a flower has its laws of growth. 

Consider some of the fundamental laws. Give heed 
to this, “Begin with the known, and work up to the 
unknown.” Jesus observed this law. He taiked with 
th woman of Samaria about the water in the Well 
of Jacob. She and her fathers had known of it and 
were glad. To her and the rest of the folks the 
old well was little less than a shrine. And Jesus be- 
gan talking to her about the water in the well, an 
object known well to her and her kin. Then he be- 
gan his program to win her soul. He talked about 
the Water he would give, which was the Water of 
Life. This was unknown water to her, but the Mas- 
ter object teacher so explaimed it to her that soon 
the divine light dropped into her heart, and she gladly 
pressed her lips to the saving cup of a full salvation, 
and she became an Elect Lady of God, and the first 
woman evangelist of the New Testament, and con- 
ducted a mighty revival in her home town of Sa- 
maria. Jesus observed this law of effective object 
teaching. He began with the known and worked up 
to the unknown. 

When you would teach little children that God 
loves them begin with talking to them about human 
love. They know how to love and be loved from 
cradle days. To illustrate this secvre a fair-sized 
paper box, and draw on the side of it a representa- 
tion of the human heart, and say, “This is the heart 
of a little brother*or sister. Open the lid of the 
box, look inside the heart, and we will see the things 
we always love.” First bring out mother’s picture. 
We all love her. Then tell them how mother loves 
them also. They all understand that kind of love. 
Then bring out a doll or a toy and say, “We love the 
things we play with.” You have now talked about 
the love they all understand. Now advance a step 
from this point and begin to talk about the unknown, 
love. The love of the loving Father—God. Here 
produce a golden star, and say, “This stands for 
Jesus, the bright and morning star, the Son of a good 
Father, whom God gave to this world to save us, 
because he loved us so. And if he did love us so 
much, we must all love him in return,” —and then 
you deposit the star in the heart to show them how 
we must love Jesus. 

This is a lesson which can be repeated occasionally 
with good effect because it contains a real message 
for the eyes of the little people. Observe this law 
when you would talk to boys who are not interested 
in religious truths. Talk to them about the open 
air and their happy sports. Begin with what they 
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know. Say something about a ball. Tell them that 
this ball is like some boys. It must get a hard knock 
if it would “go” and win the game of life. Hard 
knocks are often the big boosts that have made timid 
boys into business giants. Mighty men have often 
had their heads knocked into crowns of success. This 
ball is like most of us in that we find it so easy to 
go down hill. The way to go down in life is to do 
nothing. “Never try” is like a ball going down hill. 
It will surely get there. The ball teaches us all how 
easy it is to run away into forbidden spots. Let a 
ball roll from a table —it will roll under the furni- 
ture and into some remote corner, or if in the open 
it will find some hole or obscure hiding place. So 
we, like the ball, roll off the Ten Commandments 
into the dark hole of temptation and sin. 

Look at the ball again and notice that it is a com- 
plete circle, and often, when I handle it, I think of 
the greatest Circle of the world—Eternity. Often 
as I throw the ball away from me I ask the solemn 
question, ‘Am I also throwing away my eternity?’ 
Here opens the door to religious truth, and you can 
say a few bright and meaningful sentences in favor 
of Jesus. It is also fundamental that you aim for the 
vital point in object teaching. What is the Vital 
Point? The salvation of the soul, and the illumina- 
tion of the path to the Father’s house. 

Don’t use objects for the sake of displaying your 
personal skill, or the goodly array of your objects. 
Use, objects with the great objective in mind — the 
old rugged Cross. Use objects as pathfinders to the 
Green Hill. If you use them to entertain, and you 
can do this splendidly, always remember to give the 
lesson a strong religious emphasis. God's truth rightly 
spoken is entertainment and instruction in holy blend. 
It is a sin to be uninteresting when talking of God’s 
things. Jesus never forgot the great objective. He 
healed the body that he might heal the soul. He was 
after the soul through the corridor of the body. 

By object lessons we aim to capture the soul 
through the corridor of the body also. Our Master 
taught us that. We try to please that we may save. 
Once I preached an object sermon on A Hundred 
Candles. Every candle stood for a single truth, and 
every truth of each candle losing at last its light in 
Jesus, the Light of the World: After all the candles 
were lighted and their meaning expounded I caused 
all the lights of the church to be extinguished, and the 
congregation sat in the light of the hundred candles 
only. It was a superb picture for the eye. I asked 
then for a silent moment, that the lesson might sink 
into the heart to stay. A few moments later I lifted 
from the mass of burning tapers a little stub of a 
candle and said, “This little stub of a candle is like 
many a life—almost burned out. In a few minutes 
it will be extinguished, and then the dark of Death.” 

An old ship pilot, who had grown old without 
Jesus was present, and looked and listened. He was 
smitten with an old-time conviction and cried out, 
“That means me. My life is almost gone, and before 
it goes pray for me. I want to give my heart to God 
before the ‘dark’ comes!” He found Christ. He 
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Lesson for December 24 
Luke 2: 1-20. Luke 12 


still pilots his ship, and Jesus pilots his | soul, and 
when he talks of the “happy day” he says it was that 
little stub of a candle that brought him to Jesus. This 
was my great objective in preaching my sermon of 
One Hundred Candles. This was Christ’s way also. 
He talked about things they saw. The house on the 
rock. The house in ruins on the sand. The lights 
throbbing at the Feast of the Tabernacles gave him 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


an open way to talk about the Light of the World. 
This was one of the reasons the common people heard 
him gladly. He talked about things the people saw 
and made those things talk of heavenly truth. All 
objects used by the disciple worker should be a light- 
bearer —a lamp in the window of the Father’s house 
to guide the sinner home. 
PHILADELPHIA. 








Are you safeguarding your Christmas 
entertainments ? 








Ways of Working That Work 


Edited by Hugh Cork, °',9f,Werkire 








In Your Holiday Entertainments, What? 
A’ CHRISTIANS we should be careful that 


our Christmas entertainments re-echo the 
angels’ song of “good will” in such strains that 
those entertained may return as did the shepherds, 
“glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen.” Especially should we 
carry this thought into the planning of Sunday-school 
entertainments. a 
A.few years ago the writer was visiting a large 
Sunday-school on the evening of its Christmas en- 
tertainment. In looking over the program, before 
the exercises began, one could hardly have detected 
that it had anything to do with the celebration of 
God’s great gift of his Son as the world’s Redeemer. 
The sleight-of-hand performer, who was very clever, 
might have fitted into the program. in a church where 
they do not believe in the Virgin Birth, but he was 
out of place here. The humorous recitationist made 
the large crowd laugh, but when he paraphrased 
Scripture to do it, and especially when parts of his 
recitations were suggestively vulgar, some of us 


could not leave the celebration “praising God for alls 


the things that we had heard gnd seen.” 

This sort of entertainment is so prevalent in some 
quarters that this word is spoken in time to counsel 
superintendents to censor carefully every part of 
their Christmas entertainment, letting each per- 
former from outside, if there are such, know what 
will be expected. 


we 
“The Christian Creed” 
(An Order of Service for the Sunday-School) 
MOMENT of silent prayer. 


4 Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” 


Superintendent: The following creed, to which we 
have added some Scripture passages, was sub- 
mitted. for criticism in the course of its preparation 


to over one hundred ministers, theological teachers, . 


and laymen of various denominations, and surely is 

heartening to us, as it helps torclarify our thinking 

and make firm our realization of our foundations. 
The Pastor’s Class reads Deuteronomy 7: 9. 
Superintendent: Therefore: I believe in God the 


Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, glo- 


rious in holiness, plenteous in mercy, infinite in wis- 
dom and love.—Article 1. 

The Pastor reads John 1: 14, 

Miss McIntyre’s Class reads Romans 3:25, 26. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only begotten Son, our Saviour, true 
God and true Man, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, spake with infal- 
lible authority, and died in our stead, that he might 
manifest the righteousness and love of God by tmak- 
ing atonement for man’s sin.—-Article I]. 

Mr. Burton’s Class reads Acts 1: 3. 

Miss Dunlap’s Class reads Acts 2: 33. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that he rose 
from the dead in his human body, changed and glo- 
rified ; and ascended to the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, where He evér liveth and reigneth, the Sav- 
iour of all who put their trust in him.—Article III. 

Mr. Stuart’s Class reads John 14: 3. 

Miss Campbell’s Class reads Acts 1:11. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that he will 
come again personally and visibly in his glorified 
body, and through resurrection and judgment fulfill 
the eternal purposes of God.—Article IV. 

Hymn: “One Day.” 

“Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me; 
Buried, He carried my sins far away; 
Rising, He justified freely forever; 
One day He’s coming —O glorious day!” 


Miss MclIntyre’s Class reads John 14: 26. 
Mr. McGlinn’s Class reads John 16: 8, 13. 


Superintendent: Therefore: I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, who is equal with the Father and the Son in 
eternal power, grace, and glory; who spake through 
the prophets and apostles; who regenerates the peni- 


tent calling upon Christ, unites them in vital re- 
lation with the Father and Son, and sanctifies them 
through the Word of truth.—Article V. 

Mr. Metsler’s Class reads 2 Peter 1: 21. 

Miss Dunlap’s Class reads 2 Timothy 3: 16. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were 
written under supernatural inspiration, and are the 
infallible Word of God, the only rule of faith and 
practise.—Article VJ. 

Mrs. MclIntyre’s Class reads Ephesians ‘1: 22, 23. 

Chorister reads Colossians 1: 18. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that the 
Church is the company of all who have. been born 
again through faith in Jesus Christ, and have been 
formed by His Spirit into one living body, of which 
He is the Head.—Article VII. 

Hymn; “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

The Pastor’s Class reads Colossiais 2: 12. 

Miss Campbell's Class reads 1 Corinthians 11: 26 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper have been committed to the 
Church by His command to be observed till He come. 
—Article VII. 

Mr. Burton’s Class reads Genesis 1: 27. 

Mr. Stuart’s Class reads Romans §: 12, 19. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that mai was 
created in the image of God, in a-state of sinlessness ; 
but that through disobedience, when tempted of the 
devil, he fell into a state of sin, with its consequences 
of spiritual and physical death, from which he can 
be delivered only by the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.— Article 1X. 

Mr. Metzler’s Class reads John 3: 36. 

Miss Dunlap’s Class reads Romans 6: 23. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that those 
who accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour 
have salvation through his merits alone, and, having 
been kept by his power through “faith, will dwell 
with him in eternal blessedness in the life to come; 
while those who reject him will suffer the eternal 
consequences of their sin.—Article X. 

Mr. McGlinn’s Class reads James 2: 26. 

The Pastor's Class reads Mark 16: 15. 

Mrs. McIntyre’s Class reads Titus 3:8. 

Superintendent: Therefore: I believe that it is the 
mission of the Church to manifest Christ to the world 
by good works, the fruit of a living faith, and to 
give his Gospel to the whole creation; and that this 
Gospel, when truly accepted, experienced, and prac- 
tised, is solvent of all personal and social wrongs.— 
Article XI, 

Pastor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son. 
and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Prayer by the pastor. 

Hymn: “My Jesus, I love Thee.” 

(Editor’s Note.—In using this service the superintend- 
ent should be at the school in plenty of time before open- 
ing to see that all classes have Bibles, and each class 
knows which verses, and when they are to read. The 


superintendent should have every reference written out 
in full, so as td read it promptly if any of the classes fail.) 


A Men’s Class Completes the Whole Bible 


N THE first Sunday of January, 1906, the W. L. 

Peart Bible Class of men, in the Sunday-school 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Kittanning, Pa., 
took up the study of the first chapter of Genesis. 
From that time on the class studied the entire Holy 
Bible, book by book and chapter by chapter, until on 
Sunday, the seventeenth day of September, 1922, it 
closed with the study of the last chapter of the Book 
of the Revelation of St. John the Divine. 

The class used no lesson helps whatever. It used 
commentaries freely. Those mainly used were Hodge, 
Matthew Henry, Barnes, Hours with the Bible, by 
Geikie, and the Life of Christ, by Geikie. Members of 
the class were urged to a free and full discussion of 
the lessons, but no arguments were permitted. No de- 
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cision by the class was made upon any question, 
Each member listened to the discussions and came to 
his own. conclusions. Each member was accorded the 
utmost freedom in holding and expressing his own 
views and opinions. He must not, however, in any 
instance deny the truth of, or set aside any part of, 
the Word of God. In every question the special in- 
quiry was, What does the Word of God say and de- 
clare of and concerning it? The class did not con- 
sider favorably the vivid imaginations and material- 
istic man-reasoning theories of many Commenta- 
tors, in explaining the spiritual teachings of many 
parts of the Word of God. The class accepted the 
Word of God at its face value, on the basis that 
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” It 
believes in a God-revealed religion, not a man-rea- 
soned theory. It accepts the revelation of God as 
above any “Mass of New Knowledge” of man. 

In studying each book of the Bible the class pro- 
ceeded in a systematic order. First, the geographic, 
chronologic, and historic setting. Second, the plan, 
outline, thought and purpose, and analysis. Third, 
the facts declared and teachings and theology. At 
the close came a review and summarizing of the book. 

The class also had regular period reviews, some 
of which were as follows: Creation to the Patriarchs, 
the Patriarchs, the Judges, the United Kingdom, the 
Kingdom of Judah, the Northern Kingdom, the Major 
Prophets, the Minor Prophets. The class also studied 
the entire Bible topically and subjectively. In these 
reviews, topics, and subjects it took whatever time 
was necessary for the work. Sometimes it took two 
Sundays, and sometimes six Sundays. Then it went 
back to the chapter, where it had left off its regular 
lessons. The class never spent any time discussing 
social, business, economic, civic, or political ques- 
tions. It did not attempt to explain away the mir- 
acles of, God by the scientific knowledge of man. It 
had no use for a Christianity based upon material- 
ism or saturated with materialistic teachings. It ac- 
cepted the Word of God just as God inspired it to 
be written, and rejected absolutely any and all amend- 
ments by man, made either scientifically or theolog 
ically. It believes in a God-described heaven and a 
God-described hell, and not a heaven of materialism 
or a figurative hell. 

In studying some parts of the Bible, the class studied 
one chapter for six Sundays and- in other parts 
studied several chapters for one lesson. In the Old 
Testament the lessons averaged something more than 
two chapters to a lesson, while in the New Testa- 
ment the lessons average about three-fifths of one 
chapter to one lesson. This divided the time almost 
equally between the Old Testament and the New 
Testament and gave a decidedly comprehensive study 
of both. The class believes-that they are both the 
Word of God, and that to understand either one you 
must study both. The class will now have a vear 
of reviews.—IV. L. Peart, Kittanning, Pa. : 


we 


Larger Sunday-Schools, and Why 


S BEES gather where there is honey, so folks 
4% congregate where they can find that which most 
interests. Efficiency rather than numbers should bs 
sought in Sunday-school work, yet numbers surely 
indicate efficiency in drawing power. 

To find out where are the Sunday-schools which 
draw the most and why they win and hold the crowds 
I am making an investigation, and up to the time 
of this writing the following are the schools of over 
2/500 enrolment which have reported: 


First Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas .............. 6,200 
Open Door, Bible Institute, Los Angeles, Cal. ........ 5.358 
eres Cpnateem, SOO, TIN in kacccsecccedisssocccsas . 5,000 
East Calvary, M. E. (Colored), Philadelphia ............ 3.734 
First Church, United Brethren, Canton, Ohio ..... ce S000 
First Presbyterian, Seattle, Wash. ............. 55 
Pivet Csiesiem, Tae TORO, GEE. cocccccovcvsccavcecsse 3.454 
a Se, ST oo. 5'0 605566655 005000e00050008 3.124 
Bethany Presbyterian, Philadelphia ........ BeSs66 — 


‘ 

It is interesting to note in answer to the New 
York preacher’s question, “Shall the Fundamental- 
ists Win?” that those holding to the old Book evi- 
dently teach that which attracts, for each of the 
above-named schools teaches the doctrines the New 
York preacher discards. 

It is also interesting to note that they are not only 
large schools as to numbers, but they are most fruit- 
ful as to evangelism and great feeders of the churches 
of which they are parts; while the above-mentioned 
New York preacher’s church of 2,869 members being 
fed on modernistic food has a Sunday-school of 265, 
and out of the school and church only 35 joined 
church on profession of faith and the net gain of this 
large membership was only 19 for the last year 

It is the same old story all over the country in 
Sunday-schools as well as in pulpits, the Modernist’s 
Gospel has not enough “good news” in it to attract 
folks. Just as the Lord Jesus said, “And I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” Therefore 
let us use Paul’s method to win and hold a large at- 
tendance — lift up Jesus Christ, teach the Word, “be 
instant in season, out of season: reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 24. THE BIRTH OF JESUS (CHRISTMAS LESSON) 


Luke 2: 1-20. Golden Text.—There is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2 : 11. 
(Optional Lesson, Luke 12. Golden Text, Luke 12 : 23) 














The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


CHRISTIAN man had been entangled in doubt 
A for something like twenty years, but his 

doubts all disappeared in a flash, when a sery- 
ant of God was able to throw light apon his difficul- 
tics. This man then became desirous of doing work 
for the Lord, and accepted service on the board of 
a missionary society. Soon afterward he wrote to 
the friend who had led him into the light about his 
first day of service: “I thought I was about to drop 
into a nest of cooing saints, but, man, it was the 
wildest paght I ever spent!” He meant that he found 
the brethren in sharp dissension. Alas, differences 
between God’s children are all too characteristic of 
our times. And yet if the American Standard Re- 
vision is correct in its translation of the message of 
the angels, “on earth peace among men in whom he 
is well pleased,” it must mean that peace will be 
found only among those who through their accept- 
ance of Christ are “men of God’s good pleasure,” as 
Dr. Griffith Thomas points out (1, 2). The Great 
Commission Prayer League is again urging special 
prayer on Watch Night, the last night of this wan- 
ing year, for revival in the body of Christ; and that 
these frequent sad differences may be healed, is one 
strong reason for having such a prayer service in 
your church or community (Introduction to Family 
Worship). 


Our Background Material 

Careful investigation has proved Luke’s accuracy 
in. the very many points where he makes statements 
not mentioned by the other Gospel writers. His 
carefulness to connect our Lord’s work with the gen- 
eral history of his time, the way this bit of the biog- 
raphy of our Lord: was questioned by the critics, 
and the way in which Luke has been confirmed and 
vindicated by modern discovery and investigation is 
shown by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). 

The chronological order of events that are inti- 
mately connected with the birth of our Lord is im- 
portant, and is given by Mrs. Askew (1). 

“Luke’s Accuracy About Quirinius’ Census” is ably 
proved by Sir William M. Ramsay in his argument, 
on page 764. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

When the baby feet of Christ touched earth, angels 
stood upon the earth to announce the fact of the 
incarnation. In the Revised Version it is said, “An 
angel of the Lord stood by” the shepherds; Moffatt 
translates “an angel of the Lord flashed upon them.” 
No doubt there is something of the meaning of both 
translations in the word which Luke uses, “epistemi,” 
but it is better to think of the angel as standing ‘on 
the earth near the wondering shepherds; and sud- 
denly there was with this angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host singing their wondrous anthem. Do 
we, as some of the painters of the angelic announce- 
ment conceive it, think of this host as flying through 
the skies singing, or do we more properly think of 
them as standing, perhaps in a semi-circle or -circle 
around the rough shepherds, standing beside this 
first angel just as he stood by the shepherds? Je- 
hovah had supernaturally appeared upon the earth 
in the person of the infant Jesus, and there is super- 
natural heralding of this glorious fact (Dr. Ellis; 
Dr. Smellie, 3). 

We should perhaps have looked to Matthew 
rather than Luke for this story of the incarnation 
(Dr. Smellie, 1). 

Luke is very careful to record the “sayings” con- 
cerning every incident in the life of our Lord. When 
the shepherds @@@id one to another, “Let us now go 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing” (vy. 15), the 
margin of the Revised Version says that “thing” may 
be translated “saying.” Luke is telling us how the 
believing shepherds went to “see this saying”! Are 
we translating the “sayings” of God's infallible book 
into actual soul vision? 

Have we a faith that is comparable to that of the 
shepherds, who did not once say “if”? (Round-Table, 
1.) 

Why does Luke tell us that “Mary kept all these 
sayings” (v. 19), unless Luke himself, superb his- 
torian that he has proved to be, went to see Mary 
and heard her say that there could be no mistake 
about it, because she was tremendously impressed 


Devotional Reading : Isa. 32: 1-8. 
Reference Maternal : Matt's; 18-25. 
Primary Topic: The Gift of the Baby Jesus. 
Lesson Material :* Luke 2: 1-20. 
Memory Verse ; He loved us, and sent his Son.—1 John 4: ro. 
Junior Topic: The Birth of Our Saviour. 
Lesson Material: Luke 2: 8-20. 
Memory Yerse; John 3: 16. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic; The Purpose of God in the Birth 


of Jesus. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Incarnation and its 
Meaning. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for priuting in the lesson helps is 
verses 8-20 


8 And there were shepherds in the same country abid- 
ing in the field, and keeping ' watch by night over their 
flock. 9 And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Be 
not afraid; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all the people: 11 for there is born 
to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 
*Christ the Lord. 12 And this is the sign unto you: Ye 
shall find a babe wrapped in swaddiing clothes, and lying 
in a manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth * peace among ‘men in whom he is well 

pleased. 

15 And it came to pass, wien the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this © thing that 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found both Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. 17 And when 
they saw it, they made known concerning the saying which 
was spoken to them about this child. 18 And all that 
heard it wondered at the things which were spoken unto 
them by the shepherds. 19 But, Mary kept all these ° say- 
ings, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken unto 
them. 
1Or, night-watches ®Or, Anointed Lord * Many an- 
cient authorities read peace, good pleasure among men. 

Gr. men of good pleasure. ®Or, saying ®Or, things 

American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








with these “sayings” from the first, and kept them 
all during the years, “pondering them in her heart”? 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 3.) 

How to impress on very little folks, through the 
telling of the story of the blessed infant _and through 
singing of carols, ‘he meaning of Christmas, is 
brought out by Mrs. Bryner. The opportunity to 
hold up before girls the example of our Lord’s lovely 
mother is presented by Mrs. Askew (2, 3, 4, 5). 

A hint of the wonders of the incarnation is given 
in the two sections of the Graded Topics as unfolded 
by Dr. Thomas: Unparalleled event that it was, it 
will be useless to us unless we make it personal, ‘as 
did the shepherds. “Unto you” is born this day a 
Saviour. To-day’s lesson ought to be studied in the 
light of the introductory passage in the Gospel of 
John, The Bible’s emphasis on the incarnation is 
brought out in the editorial in this issue, “The Vir- 


-gin Birth Throughout the Scriptures.” 


Teachers who wish to use the alternate lesson, “A 
Lesson In Trust and Preparedness,” will find helpful 
suggestions in Mr. Ridgway’s treatment, the Little 
Jetts pictures, Illustration Round-Table, and in Fam- 
ily Worship. 

The Truth that Is Golden 

In the Authorized Version we have, in verse 12, 
the words “a sign” and “the babe,” but this is ‘cor- 
rected in the Revised Version to “the sign” and “a 
babe.” “The sign” was “a babe.” The sign was the 
King of kings in swaddling clothes! It showed that 
He who thought it not robbery to be equal with God 
condescended to take upon himself the form of a 
servant, and even to be born as a babe in the home of 
poverty. It was thus a sign to the shepherds and to 
Mary and Joseph. And do we think that the sign 
ended in its apprehension by these? No. indeed, it 
is also a sign to us, if we are to deny ourselves, as 
our Lord denied himself, if we are to become true 
followers of him. How he outruns us in condescen- 
sion as in éverything else is vividly pointed out by 
Dr. Smellie (5). 





The Service Department of The Sunday School Times 
is fully prepared to put its constituency in touch with 
outfitters of the best church and Sunday-school devices 
and*equipment of every description. Inquiries may be 
addressed to the Service Department of The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 




















Teaching Points 

The spiritual teaching of this lesson may be im- 
pressively crystallized around the seven things that 
the shepherds did (Dr. Thomas, I, 4). 

Few angels have the opportunity of preaching the 
Gospel. The first angel did—his message was news. 
The-other angels who joined him brought a message 
of praise, But the shepherds became the chief pur- 
veyors of this wondrous good news from heaven. 
“They made known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child” (v. 17). It is the inesti- 
mable privilege of human beings only to pass on the 
good news of the Gospel. Are we living to do this, 
or are. we living for something else? 

The shepherds were evidently a part of the little 
group, which included the Magi, Anna, Simeon, and 
others who were expecting the actual appearance of 
the Messiah, and their hopes are now crowned with 
success. Let us learn the lesson of never abridging 
our hopes in Christ (Dr. Smellie, 2), the greatest of 
which is that he will come again the second time. 

The marvels of grace which began with the incar- 
nation of God are the things which angels desire to 
look into (1 Peter 1:12). And if this is so we ought 
to be careful not to let the edge of our wonder and 
praise wear off in our familiarity. of the Christmas 
story (Dr. Smellie, 4). Let us not forget that it 
means “just having”. the God of glory in form, and 
manner as a man, “in the likeness of sinful flesh” 
(Rom. 8:3) —adding human nature to the divine, so 
that he shares our wearinesses and trials in like expe- 
riences as ours (Round-Table, 2, 3). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

When was Christ born? (Dr, Thomas, I, 1.) 

Can you give exactly the sequence of events at the 
birth of Christ? (Mrs. Askew, 1.) 

What is the significance of “a babe” being the “sign” 
to the shepherds? 

What are the three poems which Luke, the cul- 
tured Greek lover of beauty, found and saved for us 
in his biography? (Mrs. Askew, 6.) 

Why did the angels appear to lowly shepherds 
rather than to earth’s great men? (Mr. Teas’ first 
question.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 
. 





THE Law or Association oF Ipras.—Ideas 
which are learned together tend to recur together. 











HE prevalence of the Santa Claus myth and some 

of the arguments made for its use by educators 
suggest the need for making a very definite associa- 
tion in the thought of the child between Christmas 
and the birth of the Christ Child, lest this association 
be lost in the emphasis upon Christmas legend. The 
very existence of Christmas legend obligates us also 
to see that truth and legend are not so closely asso- 
ciateéd-that the child fails to distinguish the essential 
truthfulness of the one story from the myth of the 
other, where he has had both brought to him. It is 
refreshing to know that there are educators who, 
even while finding a place for the myth in the educa- 
tion of the child, are sane enough to recognize that 
even some of the values they hope for from it are 
not to be bought at the expense of a moral con- 
fusion later. 

Another association, never divorced from the true 
Christmas story, but of outstanding importance to- 
day, is the association of. the birth of Christ with 
the supernatural events which accompanied it. One 
thing that troubles those who wish to naturalize 
Christianity in the thought of youth is the fact that 
in childhood the youth have been made to associate 
it with the supernatural. From the standpoint of a 
far-seeing educational aim, those who are convinced 
that the element of the supernatural is the essential 
element in Christianity can do no wiser thing than 
to continue to create this kind of trouble for those 
who in future years would endeavor to emasculate 
Christianity. So let us, instead of minimizing this 
element, give to it its proper place of importance and 
definitely associate it with the Christmas birth and 
story. In this we are not only presenting the truth- 
fulness and the beauty of the real Christmas story, 
but in a most effective way, through this psycholog- 
ical law, contending for the faith. 

Hunsinopon, Pa. 
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Lesson for December 24 
Luke 2:1-70. Luke 12 





The Saseun as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. | 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Humble Birth (vs. 1-7). Luke is particularly 
careful to connect Christ’s birth with the general 
history of the time. This passage with its state- 
ments bearing on Roman administration at one time 
caused" surprise and even suspicion among hiStorians, 
one of the greatest of them maintaining that Luke 
had confused two different periods. This authority 
was so weighty that learned theological writers ac- 
knowledged that Luke had been convicted of error. 
But other scholars took the opposite view, and new 
discovery has proved them right. A number of in- 
scriptions and documents have been found which 
show definitely that Luke is exactly in accord with 
what took place. Among other interesting points, 
the papyri recently discovered in Egypt show that the 
census authorities ordered every one to his city or 
village to be enrolled. This is all the more striking 
because in later days the Roman law forbade people 
to leave their homes, so that Luke is literally. correct. 
It has been usual to date the birth of Christ in the 
year called 4 B. C., but it now appears from several 
arguments that the date was probably 8 B. C. (1) 


The Heavenly Announcement (vs. 8-14). To the 
shepherds who were keeping watch by nfght over 
their flock in the country near Bethlehem an angel 
appeared, and a brightness like the Shekinah of t 
Old Testament shone round about them. But the 
angel reassured them by announcing the “good tid- 
ings of great joy” which should come to them and 
to all people in the birth of the Saviour. Very sig- 
nificant are the words “the sign” and “a babe,” for 
thus God indicated in a simple, quiet way the won- 
derful event which had taken place. Then burst 
forth the praise of the heavenly host in the words 
which have become very familiar (v. 14). The 
change of one letter in the original marks the differ- 
ence of translation between the King James and 
Standard Versions. There are high authorities on 
both sideS. If the reading of the Standard Version 
is correct it must mean that peace will be found only 
among those who through their acceptance of Christ 
are “men of God’s good pleasure.” (2) 


The. Human Response (vs, 15-20). The shepherds 
at once took action and hurried to. Bethlehem, find- 
ing things exactly as the angels had told them. When 
they announced what had been spoken it caused great 
wonder among the hearers, though Mary significantly, 
as she listened, said nothing but pondered the words 
in her heart. (3 

Observe carefully each point about the shepherds: 
(1) The angels came to them while they were in 
the path of duty. (2) Their fears were at once 
stilled by the Divine message. (3) They believed 
what the angel told them. (4) They proved their 
belief by going immediately to Bethlehem. (5) They 
found that what they had heard was true. (6) They 
made known to others what they had been told. (7) 
They praised God for their experiences, (4) 


Devotional Readimg : Isaiah 32: 1-8. Some aspects 
of the Messiah’s work in the great future when he 
will come again: (1) Rule, verse 1; (2) refuge, verse 
2; (3) revelation, verses 3, 4; (4) reformation, 
verses 5-8. . 

Books.—“Modern Student’s Life of Christ,” Voll- 
mer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50); 
Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila’ 
delphia, $4); Godet’s Commentary on Luke (Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6) ; Pulpit Commentary 
on Luke (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., 
$2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets). For the date of 
Christ’s birth and the historical circumstances, “Was 
Christ Born in Bethlehem?” by Ramsay (Geo. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons, New York, $1.75), and “The Bearing of 
Recent Discovery,” chapters 18-21, by Ramsay (Geo. 
H. Doran Co., New York, $6, net). Another book, 
endorsed by Ramsay, is probably now out of print, 
“The Magi: How They Recognized Christ’s Star,” 
by Mackinlay. A striking article, “The Date of the 
Nativity,” appeared in an English magazine, Dis- 
covery, for April, 1920 (John Murray, London, 6d), 
written by Professor Calder, associated with Sir Wil- 
liam Ramsay in his work in the East. 


ll. - Reference Material 

Matthew 1:18-25. 

Matthew 1: 18-25. Matthew's account of the cir- 
cumstances of our Lord’s birth: (1) The natural at- 
titude, verses 18, 19; (2) the divine revelation, verses 
20, 21; (3) the Scripture confirmation, verses 22, 23; 
(4) the prompt obedience, verses 24, 25. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: The Purpose of God 
in the Birth of Jesus. In order to save us from sin 
and to lift up our lives into fellowship with his own 
nature, God came into our life and united himself to 
human nature in the person of Christ. (1) The Com- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ing. We see this in the angel’s words, the keynote of 
which was joy, great, lasting, and holy. It was a ful- 
filment of the promise that the one who was to be 
“wonderful” (Isa. 9:6) had come. Notice the words 
“unto you” in four different passages of the King 
James Version: “Unto you” is born this day a Sav- 
iour (Luke 2:11); “Unto you” God sent his Son to 
bless (Acts 3:26); “Unto you” is the word of this 
salvation sent (Acts 13:26); “Unto you” that believe 
he is precious (1 Peter 2:7). (2) The Method. 
Although Christ’s birth is the hinge of history, it 
is striking to notice its lowliness (a manger); its 
quietness (entirely without display) ; and its apparent 
weakness (a babe). God’s power, is often effective 
in weakness (Psa. 18:35; 2 Cor. 12:9). (3) The 
Requirement. Christ who was born in Bethlehem is 
now offered to us as our Saviour, and what he did in 
coming to this earth will be of no value to us unless 
he is, as it were, born again in us. This is equivalent 
to our being “born from above” (John 3:7). 

2. Young People and Adults: The Incarnation and 
Its Meaning. Matthew and Luke alone give the cir- 
cumstances of Christ’s birth, while the rest of the 
New Testament concentrates on the fact and its mean- 
ing. The best passage for the study of its deepest 
meaning is John 1:1-18. He who was God became 
man for our salvation. In more than one familiar 
passage Bethlehem and Calvary are united: “Christ 
Jesus came into the world” (Bethlehem) “to save 
sinners” (Calvary), 1 Timothy 1:15; “the body of 
his flesh” (Bethlehem) “through death” (Calvary), 
Colossians 1:22. Jesus Christ is the only one who 
ever came into this world for the purpose of dying. 
We come in order to live, but he came to die for 
our sins. ' 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The word Gospel means “good news,” and the 
angel announced this to the shepherds (v. 10). 

1. What the angel said. He wished first to quiet 
their fear, then to elicit their faith, then to stir their 
joy, and then to honor God. 

2. What the shepherds did. They believed, they 
went, they saw, they told, they rejoiced. 

If the birth of Christ means anything to us we 
must say and do the same as the angels and the 
shepherds. 

VY. Leading Questions 

Collect passages showing Christ’s existence before 
his coming to Bethlehem. 

Why was it necessary for Christ to come? 

“Why did he come as a bahe and not as a grown 
man? 

Give passages from Paul’s Epistles about the In- 
carnation. 

What did Paul mean'by “the 
(Gal. 4: 4.) 

What seven elements of the Gospel are seen in the 
words of the angel? (v. 11.) 

Show how Isaiah 32:1-8 has been, is, and will be 
fulfilled in Christ (past, present, and future). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


fulness of time”? 


we 


Thou Cam’st a Little Baby Thing 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE shepherd is a favorite figure in Scripture. 

The Old Testament has its famous shepherds — 

Jacob, and Moses, and David, and Amos; and 
its prophecies and promises of God’s shepherding of 
his people. Jesus called himself the Good Shepherd, 
thinking doubtless of the love which is sum and sub- 
stance of the shepherd’s calling. And here, on the 
threshold -of the Gospel, we have the beautiful story 
of the Angels and the Shepherds. 


For a moment we linger in the company of these 
humble men of God. 

If Matthew is the evangelist primarily of the He- 
brew race, Luke is the evangelist of the wide world; 
but it is remarkable that, when they are relating 
the wonder of the Incarnation, it is Matthew who 
points us to the wider horizon and Luke to the nar- 
rower. The Jewish Gospel shows us the Magi on 
their long pilgrimage from the distant East, while it 
is the Gospel for the Gentiles which pictures the 
Bethlehem shepherds making their short and easy 
progress from the limestone hills to the village cara- 
vanserai. They were simple and devout sons of Is- 
rael, nurtured on the great predictions and assurances 
of the chosen people. They had been waiting for 
God’s Messiah, and his appearance at length was 
the fulfilment of their expectation and the answer 
to their prayer. (1) 

So Jesus comes, to give reality to our deepest de- 
sires, and to crown our largest and loftiest petitions 
with success. The one danger against which we 
must guard is the abridgment of our hopes, the 
weariness that overtakes us when he seems to delay, 
the paralyzing fear that perhaps he has forgotten us 
altogether. Let us copy the Bethlehem shepherds 
in their forward look and longing; and the Christ 
who rewarded them will not disappoint us. “Of His 
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grace have you received? Still there’s more to fol- 
2) 


low.” 


From the shepherds we lift our eyes to the angels, 
with the message they brought and the song they 
sang. 

Pie in the poetry with which his Gospel begins, 
conducts us often into the “solemn troops and swect 
societies” of the angels. He sees these elder-born 
children of God stirred through all their ranks by 
the advent of man’s Redeemer. Here one of the 
princes of the Chariot to whom a special dignity at- 
tached, the angel of the Lord with the Shekinah 
splendors shining about him, was herald of the In- 
fant Christ. Through the darkness he flashed on 
the gaze of the shepherds. They were afraid, and 
it was little wonder; but he banished their alarms 
in an instant. J bring you good tidings of great joy, he 
announced ; and immediately a multitude of his com- 
panions corroborated his word. They filled the mid- 
night with a rapturous hymn of praise. It spoke of 
the marvel and the mercy of that hour, as raising 
the glory of God to its highest degree, as enriching 
the distracted earth with peace, and as meant for 
men of good will who open their hearts to welcome 
what the Lord gives. (3) 

The miracle of “God manifest in the flesh” has 
become familiar to us. Long acquaintance with it 
has stolen from it some of its surprise and grace. 
But how good it were if, at this Christmas time, we 
recovered the fading sense of astonishment! Those 
are thé things which angels desire to look into, And 
would that we resembled the angels, in the eagerness 
of their study, in the penetration of their insight, and 
in the abundance of their gratitude and love! (4) 


But the center of the story is neither shepherd 
nor angel. The center of the story is the Babe. 

He lay, wrapped in swaddling bands, with a man- 
ger for his cradle, because there was no room for 
him even in the inn. And he was Christ the Lord. 
He was “Our God, heaven cannot hold him, Nor 
earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee away. 
When He comes to reign.” Such a far way he trav- 
eled to get near us and to be our Saviour! Such an 
unparalleled condescension was his! He, who was 
in the form of God, thought it not a prize to be 
grasped at to put himself on an equality with God, 
but emptied himself, and took the form of a bond- 
servant. 

And Bethlehem was only the first step. It was 
just a milestone on the road that runs to Calvary and 
its Cross. Once, many years ago, at a theater serv- 
ice in Edinburgh, I heard Dr: Alexander Whyte say 
that, if it should please God by some devastating 
stroke to take from him the whole of the New Testa- 
ment, he would still be content if two Johannine 
verses were left —this the first, The Word was made 
Flesh and dwelt among us; and this the second, The 
Blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin. There are the commencement and the consum- 
mation of the Gospel, the Word incarnated and the 
Blood poured forth. And by these things men live. 

This shall be a sign unto you, the angel said. It 
was a sign to the shepherds, and to Joseph, and to 
Mary, the virgin mother, who kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart — Mary, “as it were 
an angel-watered lily that, near God, grows and is 
quiet.” It continues to be sign to us. We cannot fully 
reproduce the lowliness of Christ; he outruns us in 
condescension as in everything else; none of us has 
omnipotence and infinitude to exchange for obedi- 
ence and servitude and sacrifice. But what we may 
not reproduce in literal exactitude we may in our 
measure taste and share. We must indeed, if we are 
to be Christians at all. This mind is to be in each 
of us which was also in Christ Jesus. Not until 
we bid good-bye to our pride, and are baptized into 
the poverty of him who made himself of no repu- 
tation, are we sons and daughters of God. Yes, this 
shall be a sign unto you, the angel says, and the Lord 
of the angel. (5) 

CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


w 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


HE angels told the shepherds the wonderful mews 

of the advent of Immanuel. The shepherds “made 
known abroad” what they had heard. Those who 
heard told others, and so the story has come down 
until you heard it. And are you doing your part 
to pass it on? The message of His love is “for all 
people” (Luke 2:10). “Go ye into ull the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature,” was our Lord’s 
last command (Mark 16:15). “Teach all nations,” 
he said (Matt. 28:19). “This gospel must first be 
preached in all the world, for a witness to all people” 
(Matt. 24: 14). 

But not all have heard it. In fact only about one- 
third of the people in this world have heard it. Af- 
ter nearly two thousand years of opportunity, the 
church has over a billion souls on earth to-day fac- 
ing her with the accusation, “You never witnessed to 
us of God’s love”! 

Will you be giving some loving remembrance to 
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every member of your family this Christ- 
mas? You answer perhaps with a swift 
affirmative. But no, you are mistaken, 
There are millions upon millions of*your 
brothers and sisters who will have no gift 
from you, who know not what Christ- 
mas is, and wait in their miserable hovels 
beyond the sea for the message you have 
forgotten to send them. 

What will your Christmas gift to 
Christ be? Will it not be your life to 
work for those he loves so well, in the 
darkness beyond the sea? Think well 
concerning this. 

Nracara FA ts, CAN. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


“1¢” or “Is” ?—The shepherds said one 
to another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and sce this thing that. ts 
come to pass (v. 15). When preaching 
a Christmas sermon the Rey. Daniel H. 
Mittin, of Cynwyd, Pa., brought out a 
striking fact that has escaped many. He 
called attention to what the shepherds 
in the field said to one another after 
the angel had brought them definite 
word about the birth of a “Saviour who 
is Christ the Lord.” They did not say, 
“Let us go and see if this thing is come 
to pass.” They said, “Let us go and see 
this thing that is come to pass.” | What 
a world of difference between the two 
ways of taking God’s Word.—Frfom an 
editorial in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M, Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. (1) 


The Best Blessing.—TJhiere is born to 
you this day in the city-of David a Sav- 
iour (Golden Text). A little boy of 
nine years bad been blessed with a new 
brother, and for days had come into the 
schoolroom radiant with some new at- 
traction he had seen about the baby. 
One day he told the teacher about the 
baby’s fingers and toes, another day 
about his winking eyes. After about a} 
week of this confiding, the teacher asked | 
one morning: “Robert, what is the very 
nicest thing about your baby brother?” 
Quick as a flash came the response, “Just 
having him.” Is not the sweetest joy of | 
Christian souls that absolute sense of | 
possession?—From the Christian Advo- | 
cate. Sent by Lewis Keast, Lauriun, 
Mich. Prise illustration, (2) 


Bringing Better Than Sending.—7/icre 
is born to you... a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord (Golden Text). An 
acquaintance of the late Mrs. Astor — 
whose charities were as secret as they 
were wide —spoke once of her habit of 
sending her carriage out with friends 
who were ill, or not able to afford the 
luxury of a drive. “She did not send 
the carriage,” quickly remarked a friend, 
“she went in it The drive was not an 
alms. It was a pleasure to herself which 
the invalid made pleasanter by sharing.” 
Jesus did not send his love; he brought 





it—lrom the Youth’s Companion, Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. (3) 
The above illustrations apply to the 
Christmas lesson, the following ap- 
ply to the regular lesson, Luke 12. 
That Fifth Sparrow.—+4re not five 
sparrows sold for two farthings? (v. 


6, A. V.). A little Spanish boy in Vego, 
who became a devout Christian, was 
asked by an Englishman what had been 
the influence under which he had acted. 
“It was all because of the odd sparrow,” | 
the boy replied. “I do not understand,” } 
said the man. “What odd sparrow?” 
“Well, senor, it is this way: a gentleman 
gave me a Testament, the Book of the 
English mission, and I read in one Gos- 
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pel that two sparrows were sold for a 
farthing, and again in Luke I saw, ‘Are 
not five sparrows sold for two farth- 
ings’? and I[ said to myself our Lord 
Jesus Christ knew well our custom of 
selling birds. We trap birds, and put 
one in for nothing. That extra spar- 
row is only a make-weight, and of no 
account at all. Now, I think to myself 
that I am so insignificant, so poor, so 
small, I am the fifth sparrow. I never 
heard anything like it, sir. No one but 
He would have thought of not forget- 
ting me.”—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A, Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Can Needed Supply Fail?—Of how 
much more value are ye than the birds! 
(v. 24.) The following incident is related 
of the Rev. John Wilkinson and _ his 
Mildmay (London) Mission to the Jews: 
On one occasion two American gentle- 
men sat at Mr. Wilkinson's breakfast- 
table and noted his opening of letters 
which brought Ged’s supply for the day. 
“This is all very well, so far,” said one 
of the gentlemen, “but what would you 
do, Mr. Wilkinson, if one morning the 
expected supply did not come?” He 
answered, “That can only happen, sir, 
when God dies.”"—Sent by W. E. Grif- 
fin, Atlantic City, N. J. 


_Not Much Reason for Pride. — The 
life is more than the food, and the body 
than the raiment (Golden Text). 


“Why should the garments made to ttide 
Our parents’ sin provoke our pride? 
The art of dress did ne’er begin 

Till Eve our Mother learned to sin, 
And yet her children vainly boast 

In the sad marks of glory lost.” 


—From an old sampler worked by a 
Quakeress. Sent by J. B. James, To- 
ronto, Cam, 

w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Keeping Busy.—Sou/ .. . take thine 
ease (v. 19). A well-known Ameriéan 
author-business man has said that when 
you read in the newspaper that Mr. 
So-and-So has retired from business to 
take a much needed rest, look out for 
his obituary notice in an early issuc 
of the same paper. Since reading this 
I have watched, and it works out that 
way much oftener than I had thought. 
In this pulsing day with so many great 





things to be done and so many glorious 
opportunities for service the man who in 
the possession of his powers deliberately 
sits down for a “loaf” deserves a speedy 
translation. He is a drone in the hive. 
A burden in the world. A consumer of 
food. A nuisance to his family. “Any- 
thing but a man hanging around the 
house all day,” is the feminine expres- 
sion out this way. Every real man 
wants to die “with his boots on.” There 
is always an excuse for a sick man. Tom 
Hood wrote some of his best with one 
foot in the grave. Our beloved Rob- 
ert Louis Stevenson chased from Saranac 
to the South Seas after health — but 
with ever busy pen. Month after month 
for years the American Magazine has 
been telling of the wonderful things 
done by men and women “utterly inca- 
pacitated,” who absolutely refused that 
classification. The man it, Jesus’ story 
was not removed for barn building but 
for bed buying. Heaven does not ap- 
prove of a flowery bed of ease among 
the household’s equipment (Eccl. 9: 10; 
John 9:4). 

The Glory of the Christian Land.— 
Take no thought for your life (v. 22, 
A.V.).—Yesterday my old friend Mr. 
Henry B. F. MacFarland was telling me 
of the death of his nephew, who had 
lived with him from childhood and Yas 
like a son. He was a grandson of thé 
late Justice Strong, of the Supreme 
Court. When the war broke out he was 
the first young man in Washington, 
D. C., to enlist. It was with the Can- 
adians. In the awful fight on Vimy 
Ridge he was gassed. After a long and 
brave struggle he passed to the Lord 
he loved. Now Jesus is not speaking to 
the many men like Walter Strong. He 
is not speaking to you mothers, or lo- 
comotive engineers or firemen, or sailors, 
or doctors, or nurses, or to*the whole 
host of noble men and women who when 
the supreme moment comes ever take 
thought for life. Whefi some flannel 
mouth orator. mounts soap-box or type 
case to tell what a selfish, money-. grub- 
bing, every-fellow-for-himself .and the- 
devil-take-the-hindmost Jot the best peo- 
ple of the land are, .I just laugh and jog 
along with a little whistle. I think of 
Mr. Dooley with his “wan redeemin’ 
thot” of “it isn’t so.” While life is 
sweet to every animal, human or beast, 
there are lots of things still sweeter. 
One of them is love, Another is duty. 
And a third is Christ. History is full 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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of examples, Fox’s Book of Martyrs 
will give you some of. an older day, 
and missionary history will give you lots 
of the modern day, while a great pro- 
cession of self-sacrifice moves through 
the pages of our daily papers, Some- 
times people forget they live in a Chris- 
a land where self-forgetfulness is in 
the air. 


How to Get It.—Yet seck ye his king- 
dom, and these things shall be added 
unto you (v. 31). It is so very easy to 
get any good thing that is desired the 
wonder is that all you fellows are not up 
and after it. Do you want a nice home 
of your own, a good wife, dutiful and 
affectionate children, many friends, a 
good job, a prosperous business, perfect 
peace, smiling happiness? Do-you want 
these? Very well, seek first the King- 
dom of God, and these will be added 
unto you. Do you want an automobile 
and a motor boat and all the other at- 
tachments? Seek first. Do you want a 
high place in the esteem of friends and 
neighbors, both saints and sinners, both 
gentlefolk and “roughnecks”? Seek 
first. Oh, yes, come right along with 
your exceptions. Dear old Mrs. Smith 
so godly and “such a hard time to get 
along,” and “I’ve belonged to church for 
years and [ have none of these things.” 
I don’t know how about your dear old 
godly Mrs. Smith. She may be the ex- 
ception that proves the rule. But I do 
know all about you. You have never 
really wanted the things you think you 
want, and so would not pay the price. 
Bungalows come by way of the Building 
and Loan Association and savings bank. 
Friends by way of showing self friendly, 
health by taking care of the animal. And 
so on, for all the rest of “wanted” things. 
I have never known a man or woman 
who really Wanted a thing who did not 
get it by this recipe. And that whether 
an immaterial thing like an education or 
a material thing like a good job. As 
for old Mrs. Smith, suppose you find 
this, Psalm 37: 25, and this, Hebrews 13: 
5. 6 For the fifteenth time here’s 
“Merry Christmas” to every pussy in 
the Corner! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we tell thee of our gratitude for 
the sending of thy son, Jesus Christ! What 
shall we say to thee to bear testimony to 
that which he has done for us! We can only 
humble ourselves before thee to-day,,and 
ask thy forgiveness for all our neglect and 
our lack of joy and our willingness to be 
spent in service in the name of our Lord 
Jésus. May we realize anew that he is ours! 
May we not think of him as a distant Lord 
loving afar to be, but that he is in very 
truth our living and ever present Lord for 
us now, this very day. Forbid that we 
should neglect to tell others of him and to 
pass on the good news in these great days 
of need. May this Christmas time mean to 
us a time of spiritual thoughtfulness for 
others, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—“There is born to 
you”! Have you ever thought how very 
personal that message was? Have you 
ever tried. to realize what it must have 
meant to the shepherds when they first 
heard it? Yes, it was-a message to all 
people, but there was a very personal 
note in it, as the shepherds heard the 
angels. At this Christmas time it may 
be that we shall start in a new way, and 
face our relation to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Have we been thinking about 
him too much as a person who lived far 
back in very early days, and yet who 
did a wonderful work for us? Have 
we forgotten that he is our living and 
ever-present Lord? Do we remind our- 
selves as often as we should that he 
is our personal Saviour and that the joy- 
ous message of the first Christmas morn- 
ing had in it a direct, personal word to 
those who heard? It is just wonderful 
to know that the Lord of glory is your 
Lord and mine. Christmas must not 
go by without marking a time when we 
shall give some expression of our love 
for him; and there is no greater way by 
which we can do this after we have 


Lesson for December 24 
Luke 2: 1-20. Luke 12 


committed ourselves to him than by 
telling others about him. Is there a 
gift that you ought to make to him to- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Any piece of good fortune is a challenge to 
unselfishness and_ service. Prosperity is 
God’s way of telling a man there is yet a 
larger and finer thing for him to do— for 
God. If a man turns to the Hand from which 
all blessings flow, he will find it pointing out 
the way the blessing is to be enjoyed and 
made permanent, 

The trouble with the certain rich man 
whose ground brought forth plentifully was 
that “he thought within himself.”” His eyes 
were turned inward, and he never once looked 
out toward the Lord of the harvest. His 
thinking never broke through the inner shell 
of his own little selfish life. It was small 
space for real planning. That is why he de- 
veloped a little plan with which to handle a 
big blessing. That is why his wheat turned 
to cockle and his hopes to ashes. 

No matter how big a barn a man builds for | 


his plentiful harvest, if his soul: is stored | 
with selfishness. ~ 

How quickly this story ends. The man 
said, Soul, thou hast much goods, take thine 
ease; eat, drink, and be merry. But God 


said, Thou fool; this night thy soul shall be | 
required of thee. It is like a cyclone de- 
scending upon a marriage feast. It is like 
the Sunday night dancing party on the° Ti- 
tanic, when the great ship’s keel struck the 
iceberg. 

O God, have mercy; and save me 
misconceived use of my privileges! 


Greensporo, N. C, 





from a 
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day? Is there some one else to whom 
you ought to bear the glad news, and 
who is not yet a follower of the Lord 
Jesus, not yet saved by him? Oh, will 
you not at this time think of those whom 
you should reach, and say just a word 
for this loving and ever living Saviour 
who came into the world for you, yes, 
and you, and you, and you, and for 
those others out beyond who have not 
yet heard of him? May we show our 
gratitude to him to-day by telling others 
of what he would do for them. Let us 
pray. 





BELIEVE IT! 


JESUS—FOR YOU 


TELL IT! 











+ 
Lesson Hymns and Pealms 


“Jesus! I am resting.” 

“The King’s Highway.” 

“Oh, that will be glory.” 

“Hark, the herald angels sing.” 
“It camé upon a midnight clear.” 
“Silent night!” 

“Joy to the world.” 

“O little town of Bethlehem.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including. 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 49 : '-20 (112 : 1-3). 

Psalm 139 : 1-24 (280 : 1-3). 

Psalm 136: 1-26 (276 : 1-3). . -* 
Psalm 47 : 1-9 (108 :1-3). 

Psalm 132 : 1-3 (268 :1-3). 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


hs oor TEACHING.—Jesus 
very best Christmas gift. 

Note.—This day before Christmas, as 
well as Christmas Eve, is likely to be 
filled with excitement for children in 
anticipation of Christmas Day to-mor- 
row, with its usual festivities, 

The wise Sunday-school teacher will 
rejoice and be glad with the children, 
but will earnestly aim to emphasize the 
spiritual significance of this happiest day 
of the year for little folks, making plain 
that it is because God loved us and 
sent his Son that Christmas has become 
such a joyful day. 

Suggest also what it must mean not 
to have any Christmas among the peo- 
ples who have never heard about the 
coming of the baby Jesus. Even if a 
general Christmas service is planned for 
the whole school there should be an op- 
portunity to tell the Bible Christmas 
story. 

Introductory Review—Because God 
loved this world he sent Jesus to be 
a great teacher, healer, preacher, mis- 
sionary, and helper—the great friend 
who could teach others how to be like 
him. On this day before Christmas we 
want to talk about the wonderful way 
in which God sent Jesus into the world, 
for if Jesus had not come we would 
never have had any Christmas. We re- 
member his birthday on Christmas. 

Story Suggestions. are glad that 
Jesus did not come to the world a 
grown-up man, but that he came as 

“Just a little baby, 
Jesus was his name, 
Bringing joy and gladness, 
When from heaven he came.” 
| (Melodies, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


is the 





The baby Jesus did not come to a rich 
family. Mary and Joseph were poor: 
no crib for his bed, 
Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 


“Away in a manger, 
The little 
head; 
The stars in 
where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.” 

(Carols.) 


the heavens looked down 


It was a wonderful night when the 
baby Jesus came to earth: 


(Continued on the next page) 
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WHY NOT BOOKS 


FOR CHRISTMAS? 


A BOY’S LIFE OF DR. GRENFELL 


THE STORY OF GRENFELL OF LABRADOR 


By DILLON WALLACE 
A story of the Labrador Benefactor which should quickly 
among Wallace’s popular stories. 


The Career of a Cobbler 


The Life Story of William Carey 

Miss 4 legarth has Vishmuswam, a Hindu, tell the life stery of William Carey to an inc redulous lis- 
tener. An in warm, convincing fashion, marked by much genuine local color, and charged with 
the wm. of the East. 


The Most Wonderful Story By Amy Lefeuvre 


A Life of Christ for Little Children Author of “ Probable Sons’’ 
The story of the life of Christ told by the tamous author of children’s stories in a way that will Y 7 
peal to the “‘ little tots.’ $1.50 


Stories from Foreign Lands By (ora B.Pierce—Hazel Northrop 








take a front place 
Hinstented, $1.50 


By Margaret T. Applegarth 








5c. 














A new sheaf of children’ s stories by the authors of “Stor tes From Far Away.’ Opens up a wealth ot 
interesting tolk-lore of the ‘* Near-East. $1.2 
Brief Stories of H 
Do You Know Them? Finuuiives By Kitty Parsons 








A volume of brief biographies of some famous men and women, written expressly for boys and girls. $1.25 


Timothy’s Second Wife By Isla May Mullins 


A story of real life in a southern parsonage by me author of “The Boy from Hollow Hut,”’ written in 
a new vein. 1.2 


’R ound th e R oun d MARY STEWART’S Famous Story-Telling Books 


World “TELL ME A hit ae 
Paul Rader’s New Book en 


JOUSAND SOLD 
DELIGHTFULLY ILLUSTRATE: 






























A fascinating story of what 
Mr. Rader saw and encountered 
in his round-the-world visit to 
foreign mission stations. $1.50 


For sale by all Booksellers 


ay Me a Story I Never Heard Before 
e je a Once-Upon-a-Time 

Tell Me a Story of Jesus 7 
Tell Me a True Story 
in Five Volames. Each $1.76 


JUST READY-—The Land of Punch and Judy, by Mary Stewart, $1.25 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers, 





New York, 158 Fifth Avenue 
Chicago, 17 N. Wabash Avenue 


























=! From Alpha to Omega 


Every book in the Bible, whether history or 
prophecy, poetry or law, Gospel or epistle, 
takes on new significance, breathes with in- 
tensified meaning, fills reader or student 
with new inspiration and strengthened faith 
American 


when the version used is the 


For your study or your devotions no other version speaks 

with such accuracy, authority or beauty of language. 

No home or institution, no Sabbath School or Church is 

completely equipped without a copy of Nelson’s Ameri- 
can Standard Bible. 


= Nelson 


The American Stand- 
ard Bible text has been 
adopted by all leadin 


comeoee. 5. oe Ge 
»Y.W. C. A., and 
Bible Schools through- 
out the United States. 
The American Stand- 
ard Bible text is used b 
over 13,000, schol- 
ars from which to study 
the International, gr 


ed, or other Bible lessons 





Rev. R. A. Torrey, D.D., says: ‘‘After a great deal of 
thought and careful comparison of this translation with 
other translations and with the original, I am satisfied 
that it is the most accurate and satisfactory rendering 
in English of the original Scripture, both the Old and New Testaments, 
and should be studied by everyone who really desires to know the Bible.” 











Nelson Bibles in all sizes, types and styles of binding are obtainable 
wherever Bibles are sold. 


A Nelson Bible is a guarantee of the best character of printing, binding, 
paper, as well as of the latest and best translation. 
200 styles of binding and ten sizes of type. 

FREE BOOKLET—A charming 36-page booklet entitled * The Wonderful 
Story,” published at 10c per copy, telling how the Bible came down thi ‘ough 
the ages, and containing many facts of 
vital interest, will be sent FREE on re- 
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of 


= —— mentioning The Sunday THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 

— — 381 A Fourth Avenue, New York City 

T Dear Strs:—Please send me FREE copy 
H your book entitled, ‘“Uhe Wonderful Story 


This does not obligate me in any way 


Authorized Publishers for the 


American Revision Committee 


381 A Fourth Avenue New York 


a ae 


Srreeer No, 
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PELOUBET’S 


SELECT NOTES 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D: LL.D. 





It combines everything essential and has become a necessity to teachers 
who wish to abtain the most for themselves and in turn pass it along. 
Great pains and study are put in the mechanical appearance of the 
volume, for it is illustrated by over 150 pictures, comprehensive maps 
and charts and colored full-page illustrations. 


Price in cloth, $1. 90 net $2.00 delivered 


PELOUBET’S GRADED QUARTERLIES 


Jased on the New Uniform Lessons. Edited bylLeading S. S. 
Workers, Adpated to the needs of each grade. 


TEACHERS’ QUARTERLIES 


Yery popular with progressive teachers. Send for sample copies. 


BIBLE PICTURES SETS 


A selected list of 60 subjects to illustrate the Uniform S. S. Lessons 
for 1923. Price in a portolio, 90c. 
lf the entire set is not desired they can be ordered in lots of not 
less than 1o pictures. Price, 144c each, 





Our list comprises over 800 subjects 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
BOY SCOUTS AT CRATER LAKE, $1.75 
BECKY—A Story--$1.75 | 
The Young Wireless Operator—With the Oyster Fleet, $1.75 
CAMP-FIRE YARNS, $1.50 
JACINTH AND HER FAIRY FRIENDS, $1.00 


Ww. A. WILDE COMPANY, #2872" 














Young People Society Service Quarterly 


Helps for the weekly devotional meetings of the Seniors. 
outlines, and expositions. 


° Edited by R. FE. NEIGHBOUR 


T Wo of more copies to one address, ] 5c each. Sam le copies free. 
I P I 


Original topics, 


Price: Single copies, 20c. 


JUNIOR GOSPEL SERVICE QUARTERLY 
(A New Publication) 


Helps for the weekly devotional meetings of the Juniors. Original topics. Lesson 
Talks to the Juniors, Practical Lessons, and extra helps for the leader of the Junior 
boys and girls, It meets a great need. 


Edited by ELMER NICHOLAS 


Five or more copies to one address, 12!4c¢ each. 
Sample copies free. 


Address UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING CO., Box 398, Cleveland, Ohio 





Price $ 


Single copies, | 5c. 


























Is the Day of Miracles Past? 


Here are 1S stirring missionary chapters that testify emphatically ** No !” 


Answered or Unanswered ? 


By LOUISA VAUGHAN 





A book that will cheer every Christian worker 

‘** Please send 
extra copies to loan 
‘ Pleas 


Wish that 


four eopies. I ordered a copy, which is fine, and I want the 
I wish every Christian had it.” 
send twenty copies, which I want to send to missionaries. 
every missionary might have a copy of this inspiring book.” 
**I* has stirred me to the depths, and I am sure God sent it as a direct mes- 
Saye to me.” 


‘*}] count it a blessing and a ministry to give this book to others.’ 


Seen. 60 cents; cloth, $1, postpaid 


THE Sunpday Scroor ‘Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADBLPHIA 
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For the Primary Teacher 
4Continued from the preceding page) 
“Angels brought the message 
Of the baby’s birth — 


Said he was the Saviour, 


Sent to all the earth.” (Melodies.) 


Stars were shining in the sky; shep- 
herds were watching their flocks of sheep 
| in the fields. Suddenly they saw a won- 

derful light and an angel. They were 
frightened until the angel said, Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy. 

Then the angel told the shepherds how 
to find the Christ- child, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes in a manger in Beth- 
lehem. Then a multitude of angels sang, 
Glory to God in the highest; and on 
earth peace, goodwill among men. 
Never before had such a message been 
given. The shepherds said, Let us go to 
Bethlehem and see him. They saw the 
baby in the manger, og Mary and Jo- 
seph near, to care for him. 

What did the shepherds do next? 

, They hurried to tell the glad tidings to 
others : 


“joy to the world! the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king.” 


They glorified and praised God for all 
that they had heard and seen. The peo- 
ple to whom they told the good news 
wondered greatly. Let us thank God for 
his best gift of Jesus. 

After the Story—It seems as if every- 
body ought to know the wonderful 
Christmas story. They would know it if 
people were as anxious as those shep- 
herds to tell it to others. In some coun- 
tries there is no happy Christmas be- 
cause the people never heard about Jesus. 
ven in our own country many people 
do not know what Chris‘mas_ really 
means. That is one reason why we bring 
our. glad offerings for a Giving Christ- 
mas. (Explain the purpose.) When we 
give to others to make them happy, it 
makes us happy, too. Jesus said, It is 
more blessed to give than to receive. 

In every one of your homes to-nighr, 
which is Christmas Eve, will each of you 
ask some one to tell or read aloud the 
Christmas story as Luke told it in the 
Bible? (Luke 2: 8-20.) Then in our bed- 
time prayer let us thank our Heavenly 
Father, God, because “he loved us, and 
sent his Son” as his best gift to all the 
world. 

“There are blessings from God all about us, 

We should thank him for gifts large and 

small; 
But his gift of a dear little baby 
Needs the very best ‘Thank You’ of all.” 
(Carols.) 
Prorta, ILL. 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Tesus, the first and greatest Christ- 
mas gift. 

Why to the Shepherds? 

Witnessing for the King—then and 


now, 











HE “arst Christmas present” was 
delivered early on that ‘morning with 
the giving of the glad news to the shep- 
herds. And that suggests, as an open- 
ing question, “Why did the angel of -the 
Lord appear to these humble men, in- 
stead of to some of the great and worldly 
, important ones of Judea?” 

Your pupils will have learned from 
| their school histories something of the 
conditions prevailing at this time under 
Roman rule, and will appreciate that 
| there were many wealthy and influential 
men to whom the angel might have ap- 
peared. Why then to the shepherds? 
| Let the boys give all the answers they 
| can think of; there are many good rea- 
sons, and you will no doubt get some 
| quite original ones. Perhaps the best 
| general answer is that the work of 
spreading the Good Tidings (v. 10) was 
; to be such a great one that God wanted 
to put it at once into the hands of many 
people, so he gave it over to the poor and 
| humble. because there were so many of 
| ows. and he knew he could depend on 
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Motion Pictures 
Any Minister 
Would Approve 


Today, with theatrical motion 
picture exchanges refusing to fur- 
nish films to churches, the de- 
pendability of our film library 
service is assuming even greater 
significance in the eyes of 
churches who appreciate the tre- 
mendous power in the silent ser- 
mon. 


You will be pleased with our film 
libraries which are devoted en- 
tirely to providing clean, whole- 
some motion pictures to churches 
and schools. All are on non-in- 
flammable Safety Standard stock 
approved for use without booth 
by the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. 

Ask for the Safety Cinema Catalog S your 
copy of “The Picture and the Pulpit” and 
a plan that brings Safety Standard motion 
pictures easily within the reach of the 
finances of your church. 


UNITED PROJECTOR & FILM CORP. 
bs 69 W. Mohawk Street 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
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them. Have one of the boys read the 
| Master’s own words, spoken later about 
himself (Matt. 11:28); and remind 
them that by far the greater share of 
his ministry was to those on whom the 
world looked down. 


What great helpful things has the com- 
ing of Jesus meant to the world and to 
you personally? Or, if you wish to put 
it another way, “What were God’s gifts 
to the world, along with Jesus his Son? 
The class will make quite a list, with an 
occasional suggestion from you, begin- 
ning with love, pardon for sin, and epough 
others growing out of those two to 
cover the largest blackboard and more 
than use up the longest study hour. 

*Perhaps you can, in this connection, 
bring out the thought that God’s bless- 
‘ings to us are made to be used to his 
own glory; that is, that we are stew- 
ards or “agents” of the gifts he has 
placed in our hands, and that the extent 
of our own and other people’s happiness 
depends first of all and most of all upon 
the use we make of what we have. It 
is a good “Christmas-gift” thought, and 
one that needs to be impressed upon the 


can do something. 


What helpful personal lessons do 
verses 15-17 suggest to you? The shep- 
herds may have been obscure humble 
men, but they were certainly prompt and 
decisive to act. They not only went 
straight to Bethlehem “to see this thing 
which is-come to pass,” but when they 
came away they began at once to spread 
abroad the good word. In their own 
way (or rather, in God’s way) they lost 
no time in commencing their witness- 
ing for the Master. We can well believe 
that this event changed their lives as 
completely as Christ’s calling of his apos- 
tles changed their lives, years later. 


Our boys need not be greatly anxious 
that their particular form of witness 
and personal service for the. King shall 
be exactly the same as that of some one 
whom they know and admire. Of far 
greater importance is it, that their serv- 
ice and obedience shall be prompt and 





thorough, as that of the shepherds. As 





boy who thinks that he would do more. 
if he only had more ability. Every one’ 


—* 





—_—-- 








—- 





EE 








Lesson for December 24 
Luke a: 1-20. Luke 12 
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FOR ILLUSTRATED LECTURE 
RENTAL SERVICE 

Write to nearest address 


91-97 Seventh Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
39 So. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 


STEREOGRAPHS TO ILLUSTRA1 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 

















Keystone View Company, 


Cc. 
Studios, Factories, Home Offices, MEADVILLE, PA. 








‘for the rest, “It shall be given you in 
that same hour what ye shall speak.” 
For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- | 
work.) 


What are some of the necessary things 
in the up-building of a useful Christian 
life? 

What teaching is there for us in the 
fact that Jesus lived for nearly thirty 
years before he really began his active 
ministry? 

How have the lessons of this Quarter 
helped you get a new feeling of Jesus’ 
nearness to us, and of his power to un- 
derstand each of our personal needs? 

Hupson, Onto. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


The birth of Jesus Christ, our Saviour: 
1. God’s part 

2. Mary’s part. 

3. Luke’s part. 











EFORE any discussion of this story 

you and your girls should re-read, 
thoroughly, the first two chapters of 
both Matthew and. Luke, that all the 
plainly stated facts therein may be in 
mind, in right order, as a common basis 
of knowledge. Briefly those facts are 
these —as clearly stated as such as any 
in the Bible records: 

Announcement of the birth of a son, 
John, to Zacharias; his, wife Elisabeth’s” 
joy over her coming son; announcement 
of the miraculous birth of a son to a 
virgin, Mary of Nazareth; Mary’s visit 
to Elisabeth ; the birth of John, his nam- 
ing and early life; the distress of Joseph, 
Mary’s betrothed husband, over her ap- 
parent disgrace; the angel’s confirmation 
to Joseph of Mary’s account of the Di- 
vine conception of her coming child; 
the marriage of Joseph and Mary and his 
protection of her until after the birt 
of Jesus; the decree of enrolment by th 
Roman Emperor, which necessitated the 
journey of Joseph and Mary to Beth- 
lehem; the birth of Jesus, in a stable 
there, accompanied by angelic announce- 
ment and song to the shepherds; the 
visit, that very night, of the shepherds 
to see the Holy Child and his virgin 
mother, in the stable; naming of the 
Baby, at eight days; presentation of the 
Child in the temple (from near-by Beth- 
lehem) at six weeks; the recognition of 
the infant Messiah by Simeon and Anna; 
the visit of the Wise-men, with gifts, 
after time for removal to a “house,” 
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where they found “the young child” with 
his mother and “worshiped him” only; 
the warning to Joseph to flee that night 
to Egypt to escape Herod’s wrath; 
Herod’s destruction of all boys in and 
near Bethlehem, “from two years old 
and under, according to the time [of 
the appearance of the star which had 
guided the Wise-Men—on long jotr- 
neys?} which he had exactly learned of 
the wise-men”; the warning to Joseph to 
return, after, Herod’s death, and not to 
live, as evidently they had planned to do, 
in Bethlehem, but to return to Nazareth, 
where the Child was brought up. (1) 


A long and useless review of perfectly | 


familiar facts to you, maybe, but a cur- 
sory examination will show you that 
none of your girls can give even so sim- 
ple a recital, definitely and correctly, of 
the facts at the base of our faith in 
Jesus as our Saviour. Get them into 
their note-books and their memories, as 
God’s part in this heart of history, for 
every step of this old story was plan- 
ned and governed by him, as exact ful- 
filment of prophecies that begin in Gen- 
esis 3:15 and run like a shining thread 
through all his Book. How apparently 
they were going to faii, and how surely 
they were all kept—those agegs-old 
promises of the Creator.to the human 
race! 

2._ But your Christmas joy will be 
sweetened by a special study of Mary, 
the girl God chose out of all the world 
for the mother of his Son, with your 
girls. We Protestants need not neglect 
this “blessed” woman because the Cath- 
olics worship her. The purest faith and 
sweetest obedience ever seen in human 
conduct mark the maiden’s acceptance 
of God's will for her, expressed through 
Gabriel’s words, and as those hard 
months went slowly by, what courage 
must have been needed we can only 
guess as we note how readily Mary left 
her home in Nazareth to seek under- 
standing sympathy in her old cousin’s 
home in Judea. (2) 

How nearly she came to losing Jo- 
seph’s love Matthew tells us plainly, 
but not a suggestion of complaint or 
question do we hear from her. Instead, 
catch her exultant joy and deep grati- 
tude as they are voiced in her beauti- 
ful song of praise, spoken as she greeted 
Elisabeth; was it composed in quiet 
hours as she slowly realized all Gabriel’s 
message meant to her and to all her 
people? (3) 

Help your girls to follow this young 
girl through all her thoughts as she 
awaited that joy-filled hour when “she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes (pre- 
pared and brought with her on that hard, 
hard journey to Bethlehem, where she 
was a total stranger and could call on 
no friendly, womanly hands to help her 
in her supreme need), and laid him in 
a manger” —her own little baby, God’s 
own “only begotten Son”! (4) 

Help them to live with her through 
the shepherds’ wondering worship, out 
of which she treasured for her life- 
time the story of the singing of the 
heavenly hosts, through the naming of 
the little One as chosen for him by 
Gabriel; and through old Simeon’s sweet 
blessing and aged Anna’s tragic proph- 
ecy of her coming anguish; the settling 
down to live in Bethlehem broken up 
so suddenly after the visit of those 
strangers from far countries who left 
rich gifts (immediately pressed into 
service for the unexpected journey down 
to Egypt?) ; the sojourn in that strange 
land; and the final return back to the 
scene of her keenest trials there to live 
long, quiet years before her Boy set out 
on his mission. (5) 

Help the girls to see it all through 
that girl’s pure eyes. Help them to 
feel that 

“The sweetest story told on earth, 

Or sung in heaven above, 

Is told of Jesus and his birth, 

Of Jesus and his love.” 
Home Study 

3. Find the three poems beauty-loving 
Luke alone found and preserved for us 
concerning the birth of Jesus. Where 
did he get them? Memorize Mary’s at 
least, and Zacharias’ from verse 76 to 
verse 79, as your Christmas lesson. (6) 

Decatur, GA, 
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Travel with Dr.Grayin 


The Moody Bible Institute Monthly 


for] 4 Months for only $2-00 


ber and Decemb 











REV, JAMES M. GRAY, D.D, 
Editor 


By subscribing now you may secure the N numbers, and all of 1923, for the 


regular subscription price of only $2.00, 


One subscriber (an invalid) says: “I like the Monthly, and I can hardly wait till it comes. Its read- 
ing matter is so uplifting that | feel myself next to heaven as I read it through, it is so inspiring. 





A missionary says: “It seems to me the M. B. {f. Monthly is growing in interest and helpfulness, 
and | cannot \forbear a few words of appreciation.” 


The December Number Will Contain: 
The Importance of Faith in the Divine- 
Human Personality of Christ, James M. 
Gray; The Spread of Christianity Is a Greater 
Miracle Than Its Start, Philip Mauro; Age 
of the Bible Told by the Foreign Words It 
Contains, Robert Dick Wilson; An Interest- 
ing Journey on the Field of Armageddon, A. 
W. Payne; Inthe Track of Reviva! Fires, 
Joseph W. Kemp; What Thinking Men Go 
to Church to Hear, By the Editor of the 
Manufacturers’ Record. There will also be 
a group of interesting editorial notes on cur- 
rent themes, religious, scientific, and political. 


The November Number Contains the 
following: Dr. Dixon in China; In the 
Glow of Revival Enthusiasm, Joseph W. 
Kemp; ‘The Print of the Nails in Us, Gor- 
don B. Watt; Up Against the Heart of 
East London, John Weaver Weddell; Pastor 
Philpott Replies to an Open Letter; The 
Truth About the -Christian Reformed 
Church, Jacoba G. Tibma ; The Deadline of 
Doctrine Around the Church (An answer 
by Dr. Gray to Dr. Fosdick’s sermon ‘ Shall 
the Fundamentalists Win ?”’) 


The Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
$2.00 a year—3 months, SO cents. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 





150 Institute Place, 
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Sunday School Times Books 
Suitable for Christmas Gifts 


These titles (most of them.new) in handsome cloth bindings 
make lasting GIFTS that will be appreciated. 


Bible Study The Spiritual Life 


Grace, Chafer $1.50 Reigning in Life, Harrison $1.50 
Your Study Bible,. Weddell 1.25 Heart Songs, Frost 1.25 
What Is the Gospel? Trumbull 75c. He That Is Spiritual, Chafer 1.00 
What Do the Prophets Say? How I Know God Answers 
Scofield, 1.25 Prayer, Goforth 














1.25 
For Young and Old 








Parents’ Problems 











Father and Son, Howard $1.00 4 su Segoe of eee 
Boy-Talks, Howard 1.50 The Little Jetts Telling Bible ass 
tories, Smit . 
Happy Hours for the Boys and ‘ 
Preirls, pws ad 7 we Days Seer. Dark, 13s 
owar . 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoons My Life and the Story of the 
for the Children, Faris | Gospel Hymns, Sankey 2.00 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Philadelphia, December 9, 1922 


Ghe Sunday School ines 


Advertising Rates 


go cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Rekgious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

1 50 Five or more copies, either 
$ to separate addresses. orina 
package to ene address, $1.50 each, per 
year, 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° eopies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer's 
aidl one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


Sunday School Times will be 
any of the countries embraced in 
versal Postal Union at the 
50 cents each for foreign 
one copy, one year, $2.50; 
either to separate 


to one address, $2 


The sent to 
the . Uni- 

above rates plus 
postae Phat is: 
five or more copies, 
addresses or in a ackage 
each per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
elub organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
any 


Enough copies of one issue of the 


paper to enable all the teachers of a 

school to examine it will be sent free 

upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





|SELF-PROVING 
> 
‘Church Treasurer’s 


‘Special Offer ° 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Midnight Sun 


All the way from Nor- 
way is brought the 
health-building, vitamine- 
bearing cod-liver oil 
used in rich, nourishing 


cots Emulsion 


If you are rundown in 
strength, remember 

it is the mission of 
Scott’s Emulsion to 
refresh the system 

and restore strength. 


Scott & Bor m. Bloomfield, N. J 
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Cuticura Soap 
Clears the Skin 
and Keeps it Clear 


Soap, Ointment, Talcum, 25c. everywhere. Sam — 
free of Cuticura Laboratories, Dept y. Maldeu, 

















Accounts Always Audited. REVELL’S 





Concise — Systematic ~ Simple —-Time saving 
WEEKLY ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
FOR 448 MEMBERS, $2.50; 896 MEMBERS, $3.00 
Send 76 other sizes and prices 
etur yn ble copy of this rec wild 
be sent postpaid, for examinationto 


any treasurer. siembvers, 


Give "numb xr of church 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Ave., New York. 


17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 














On ihe Beach and 
the Bourdwalk. 
American Plan Only. 
Always open. 
Write for illustrated 
folder and rates, 


addition. ' 








HALFONTE- 
ADDON HAIL. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Combined in Ownership and Management 


The beautiful new Boatdwalk 
Haddon Hall is now open It 
the origina Haddon-Hall with the 
artistic pavilions, restful’ ocean decks, 
court garden and sea rooms of the 1920 


The new.Boardwalk Wing now makes 
. possible the hospitable’ “welcome of 
“Smore thag 1200 guests. 


LEEDS and LIPPINC 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





December 31. Lessons from a New Year’s 


Psalm. Psa. go : 1-17. 

January 7.. Lessons from the Psalms. 1. The 
Guide-board Psalm. Psa., 1:1-6 (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

January 144. Why Do You Think the Bible 


is the Word of God? 2 Tim. 3: 14-17. 
January 21. Evangelistic Missions at Home 
and Abroad. Luke 24 : 45-53. 





Sunday, December 24 


How to Have Christmas All the Year| 
(Luke 2 : 8-20) 
(Christmas Meeting) 


Mon.—By Fellowship with Christ (1: Cor. 1: 
1-9). The Christ-child grew to maiurity, 
and of the resurrected Christ it is said, 
“Where glad hearts will receive Him still, 
the dear Christ enters in.” 





; all men brothers, 


DECEMBER 9, 1922 


in us?—There is only one new birth, 
when we, by definitely receiving Christ 
as our Saviour and King, are born into 
his family and he into the’ surrendered, 
trusting heart. As we constantly sur- 
render, believe him, and abide in him he 
fills with his presence, love, and joy and 
we have Christmas all the year. 


How may we show perpetual good 
will?—“Why do we not, with a love 
passion like Christ’s set about making 
and discover that life 
| becomes sublime in the servige we. give 
the world?” writes W. S. Stranahan. 
The only way men may become brothers 
is by being born into the Father’s fam- 
ily. We may show our good will by 


| helping men to find their Saviour. 


How may we advance peace on 
earth?—“My peace I give unto you,” 
said the Prince of Peace. Only as we 
lift him up that others may be drawn 
unto him, may we advance peace on 
earth. How many may we lead to the 


| Prince of Peace next year? 


No fellowship | 


is so precious as that of this wonderful 
Saviour. 
Tues.—By Good Will (Gen. 45 : 1-15). Re- | 
jected of his brethren, Joseph received 


them into his royal presence with joy. In 
thé same way the King of kings is waiting 
to receive all who will come to him before 
it is too late. 

Wed.—By Useful Lives (Acts 13 : 32-37). 
“There is no joy like the joy and satisfac- 
tion of being instrumental in the elevation 
of the fatlen, the strengthening of the 
weak, and the helping of the needy.” 

Thurs.—By Seeking God (Psa. 25 : 1-10). “the 
only power that can save us and keep us 
is a personal experience of the reality of 
God. It is neglect of this that causes 
many Christians to collapse in mid-career, 
ind the streams of religion are frozen,” 
writes Thomas Phillips. 

Fri.—By Constant Prayer (Eph. 6: 


18-20). “A 


life marked by daily answer to prayer is 
the proof of our spiritual maturity and 
that we have indeed attained to the true 
abiding in Christ, that our will is truly at 
one with God’s will, that our taith has 
grown strong to see and take what God 
has for us,” writes Andrew Murray. 

| Sat.—By Heartfelt Worship (1 Cor. 14 : 15-17). 
“Oh, for a heart, a clean, pure heart, 


| [s NOT 


A heart by grace renewed, 
A fitting sacrifice to bring 
To Thee, O Master, Saviour, 
Thou blessed, ioving Jesus.” 


to the worft!! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive, her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing.” 


King, 


“Toy 


the significance of Christmas 

expressed in the words of this famil- 
jar hymn? No one can appreciate the 
true meanng of Christmas, no one can 
really rejoice, who does not, like the 
shepherds, hasten to receive this heavenly 


| King and literally bow at his feet in 





full surrender of body, soul, and spirit 
to him as Lord. 

When one inquired of a Jewish neigh- 
bor what right she had to give and re- 
ceive Christmas gifts on the birthday 
of one whom her people reject, she re- 
plied, “Oh, we ought to give presents 
once a year, and we might as well do it 
when our neighbors do.” If many pro- 
fessing Christians were honest would 
they not admit the same attitude toward 
Christ’ s birthday? 

The Rev. John MacNeil writes: “Con- 
secration involves the ‘glorifying’ of 
Christ, the ‘enthroning’ him, the crown- 
ing of Jesus ‘Lord of all’ in our own 
heart and life. Do we know Pentecost 
experimentally for ourselves? If not, 
the reason is close at hand. Jesus has 
not been glorified by us, not enthroned 
in our hearts. He may be in the heart, 
he may even be in the throne room, but 
he has not been placed upon the throne! 
There has never been a coronation day 
in our lives when, in full and glad sur- 
render we placed the crown on the 
many-crowned head, crying, ‘Crown 
Him, Crown Him Lord of all!” 

In Frances Ridley Havergal’s “My 
King,” she says: “He does not force 
allegiance — he waits for it. The crown 
of our own individual love and loyalty 
must be offered by our own hands.° Now 
let us, first in solemn heart-surrendcr, 
and then in open and unmistakable life- 
confession, yield ourselves to him as our 
Sovereign, our Ruler.” 


How may Christ continually be born 
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MONEY 


FOR QUICK, 
EDUCATIONAL 


: METHOD— 


An Attractive 
Christmas 
Present 

: Consisting of 
THREE BOOKS OF KNOWLEDGE. 
STOREHOUSE OF INFORMATION. 
You can be a real walking encyclopedia 
and be able to converse on most any 
topic of the day, almost equivalent to a 
college education. Really compressed 
knowledge. 
MAIL COUPON TODAY 
J, B. SANDERS & COMPANY, 

117 E. Pearl Aw aaeanan, Ohio. 
Send me a prepaid, Quick 
Edueational once consisting of 
“Three Books of Knowl edge.” I agree 
to remit $5.00 in five days or return 

them by parcel post to you. 


SEND } NO 


EDGE 
KxWLED 


rat 3'8 
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Record of Christian Work 


SPECIAL DURING 1923 


Twe Series by Leaders of English 
and Scottish Thought 


(1) Questions Men Put to Jesus 
(2) The Christian View of Life 


Great Thoughts from Master Minds 


Selections from ancient and modern literature, a 
page a month, by Gordon Hutton 


Special Numbers with Timely Articles 

January—Prayer and Praise March-—The Bible 

Feb’y — Efficiency & Equipment. April—Cross & Crown 

All in_addition to S. S. lesson helps, C. E. 
Topics, and other departments. 

Ev. rything in the m agaz ine helps towards a 

better understanding of the Bible, “a deepe 








Christian character, a broader outiock and 
sympathy. 
Two dollars a year; Canada, $2.25; toreign, 


$e.50. RECORD OF CHRISTIAN Work, Box 605. 
East Northfield, Mass. 











“BEST WAYS” BOOKLETS 
FOR LIVE SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Presenting Practical ny mayo tested by experience 
—written * specialists for each department of the 
Order the Booklet for the - _e in 

which you are intereste 

EACH 10 CENTS 

. The Cradle Roll, Mrs. E. -. Kearney. 
. The pognnere, pe partment, Mrs EB. mM... “inn. 
The Prmar vartment, Mrs. F. Ware. 
oa Hepatrment Miss M.E. gad 
The Intermediate Boy . Bartow 
The Intermediate Girl, ‘Mrs. L.M. Blanchard, 
The Young People; Rez. £. H. Bonsall, Jr. 
‘ bo Adult Department, ‘Rev JS. £E. Russell. le 
g. ‘The Home Department, Dr. M. M. Pearce 
10. Special Days, Wiss L. McCrae. 
rz. ‘lraining Workers, Dr. J. Mc Conaughy. 
12. Working With Other Schools, G._/. Henderson. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY -SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 


school. 
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UNIVERSITY BIBLE COURSES 


athome. Graduate and undergraduate. Enroll now 
Best books. Hundreds studying. Catalog. Write 
Prof. C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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Gifts! 


Lesson for December 24 
Luke a: 1-20. Luke 12 . 








The Street of Precious ert 
By NORA WALN 


“The Street of Precious Pearls” is in J 
Peking. Ina little shop on this dark side 
soubcin, Senin, te tho sali 
grandmother ains for the weddi 
pearls her much-beloved grand- 
daughter. The fragrance of magnolia 
blossoms, the pungency of incense, the 
meeting of Eastern tradition and West- 
ern ideals of freedom will leave you 
with another vivid memory of China. 
Price, 75 cents 


Do’s and Don’ts for 


Business Women 
By JEAN RICH ° 
Informal talks to young business women | 
on the everyday matters of dress—of 
conversation health. 
* Price, $1.00 
The Christmas Shrine i| 
By WINIFRED KIRKLAND 
Every year we look in vain for some 
new Christmas written by some- 
body who can put into words our love 
for the Christmas season. Not the gi 
or the jolly family Christmas dinner, but 
the silence of the early Christmas morn- 
ing—the beauty of clear carolling. 
iss Kirkland has done this for us, has 
made a book to give our choicest 
iends. Price, 75 cents 


Christmas and New Year Songs 


An entirely new and unique selection 
of the world’s Christmas singing taken 
from the “FOLKS SONGS OF 
MANY PEOPLES.” 50 cents 


THE WOMANS PRESS 


600 Lexington Ave: New York Gity 





























FREE 
Our Catalog of Books 


WILL SEND ONE OR ALL FREE 


1.—Catalog of Holiday and Gift Books, 

2.—Catalog of Theological Books. , 

3.—Catalog of Church & S. S. Supplies, ° 

4.—Catalog of Second-Hand Book Bar- 
gaifis, 


IF—It’s a Book You Want— Write Us 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS ~ 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary 
FOR 1923 
Only 


IS THE BEST VALUE. 
OFFERED TO-DAY 9 0) 
pestp'd JC 

















Its high spiritual tone has en- 
deared this popular handbook 
to thousands of readers. Its 
reliability, its aptness of expo- 
sition and suggestiveness are well known. 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 Fifth Ave., New York, 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All Scripture arranged according to subjects. _ 
e 5 A STUDY BIBLE 
It is a Bible, Commentary. Dictionary, © History, 
Concordance Analysis, and Subject Index com- 
bined. Catalogue my Good terms to agents. 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Il. 


LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES Would you tove to 


ave your own Na- 

TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive Trained Mis- 
sionary? and sup- 

port him for $1.20 a week ? Pray forhim by Name? 
Have his report ? Would you love to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memérial ? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec'y, Box E, 
473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y., for free literature. 
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-Children at Home 





The Day Before Christmas 
at Dungu 


By Mabel Easton 


Only Christianity, of course, ever’ provides 
Christmas joy for children in pagan lands. 
This story tells how Christmas cheer came to 
children in Congo Belge at one of the stations 
of the Africa Inland Mission, whose two 
hundred missionaries tell the meaning of 
Christmas to children also in Kenya Colony and 
Tanganyika Territory. The headquarters of 
the Mission in the United States is at 233 
Henry Street, Brooklyn, and in Great Britain 
at 78—A East Street, Baker Street, London. 


T BEGAN days before really, as all 

proper Christmas festivities do, as 
for over a week an air of pleasantly ex- 
citing mystery pervaded Missy Mertelly’s 
big house. There were frequent ex- 
cursions to the storeroom, whose door 
in between while little exploring black 
fingers found inflexibly locked. And 
one afternoon only two days before the 
“day of the giving birth to the child 
Jesus,” Missy Mertelly, Missy Nitho, and 
the two visiting Bwanas shut themselves 
up in the mystery-room, and were ter- 
ribly busy about something, nobody could 
quite guess what, although small black 
faces pressed themselves surreptitiously 
against the window screening, and small 
black figures with fictitious errands from 
time to time hovered hopefully near the 
fascinating shut door. - 

Over at the Mrs. Bwana’s house the 
sewing machine whirred incessantly as, 
under the Mrs. Bwana’s skilful fingers, 
bits of bright cambric magically became 
gay small shirts and later disappeared 
into some selected hiding-place. - 

And then the grand dénouement ! 

Just after the big market day meeting 
on the day before Christmas, the store- 
room no longer appeared to suffice for 
its mystery, -which overflowed and ex- 
panded into the big middle room only 
partly shut in by palm doars. Here 
Missy Mertelly and Missy Nitho and 
Matakisa ruled supreme, and woe betide 
any over-bold lurker caught by Mata- 
kisa’s eagle eye venturing around the 
porch corner. 

Meanwhile, all Missy Mertelly’s young 
feminine charges had been prudently dis- 
patched to the far- corners of the con- 
cession, emissaries of Christmas cheer, 
carrying verbal invitations to every wo- 
man on the station, “Come quickly to the 
house of Missy Mertelly when you hear 
the beating of the drum.” 

Four o'clock! Thud, thud —the deep- 
toned calf of the great wooden drum. 
And of a sudden the warm air was alive 
with voices. Such a gay feminine throng 
jostled and crowded outside Missy Mer- 
telly’s back door. Every one there. 
Every one expectant, from our funny 
withered old tita (grandmother) with 
bits of gray wool appaering just above 
her temples, to little fat Anineal, a per- 
fect black kewpie come to life, riding 
gloriously astride her mother’s hip. 

At last the door was flung wide, and 
the mystery stood revealed —a Christ- 
mas tree! Not a stately fir to be sure, 
and we of the northlands felt a~passing 
pang of homesickness, as we missed the 


dear pungent odor of pine or hemlock, | 


aroma of Christmases long gone. Yet 
this funny, 
from our African wilds brought its own 
special cheer. There it stood in its 


stone-ballasted wooden box spreading its 





sprawly, gnarled old tree! 


gaunt twisted arms over us all, black and | 


white, and doing its jungle best to be} 


Christmasy. Strings of pure white pop- 
corn festooned its straggling boughs, 
from its tipmost branchlets dangled cir- 
cles, squares, half-moons of red card- 
board, gay cretonne bags were tucked 
away everywhere, while baby dolls of all 
sizes peeked out from among the sparse 
clinging green leaves. These last were 
the greatest triumph of all, product of 
the secret labors of Missy Mertelly, 
Missy Nitho, and the two Bwanas. For 
they were nothing more than gbus (coun- 
try cousin of the banana), metamor- 
phosed by squares of white cotton, foun- 
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Begin the 


with lessons suited to your pupils. 


New Year 


Lessons grouped by Departments or 


periods, suggested by the natural periods of development in child life. 


The Departmental Graded Lessons 


(Graded by Age Groups) 
° 7 Departments 
7 Lessons 


Three Divisions 


Are Recognized 


1. Children’s Division 


1. Cradle Roll Department (birth 


to three years) 


2. The Beginners Department (ages four and five) 
- 3. Primary Department (ages six, seven and eight) 
4. Junior Department (ages nine, ten and eleven) 


‘i ? eee 
2. Young People’s Division 
1. The Intermediate Department (ages twelve, thirteen and fourteen) 


2. The Senior Department (ages fifteen, sixteen and seventeen) 
3. The Young People’s Department (ages eighteen to twenty-three.) 


3. The Adult Department 


(Twenty-four years and up.) 
Elective Studies in two forms are prepared for this Division. 


- The lessons for each Department are written for the average of each 
Department and are readily adapted to the capacity of all the pupils in 


the Department. 


Departmental grading is a natural grouping for purposes of Sunday- 
school instruction, and it has proved both practical and desirable. 


Send for the 1923 prospectus giving full information 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


AND SABBATH 


SCHOOL WORK 


(The Westminster Press) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building. 


Cincinnati St. Louis Chicago 


New York 


Nashville San Francisco Atlanta Pittsburgh 











tain pen features and bonnets of the ad- 
vertising sheets of the Saturday Evening 
Post. 

For a while every one just stood and 
looked and looked. Then settled down 
on the palm mat still looking. The Mrs. 
Bwana established herself at the wee or- 
gan, and presently there was singing. 
First the degudes (little girls), then the 
older girls and women contributed their 
newly-learned hymn. When all was 
quiet once more, Missy Mertelly brought 
to those listening black mothers the ten- 
der story of that other mother and child 
of long ago. Followed a prayer, and 
then the giving of gifts. 

First the tiniest mites were wrested 
from their mothers’ arms and circled 
hand in hand about the tree. A charmed 
circle indeed, for the most part quite 
unclad, swaying uncertainly on their fat 
little legs, until each one had a pop- 
corn necklace slipped over his woolly 
head, a cake of salt pressed into his 
moist, chubby palm, and a gbu baby 
plumped into his surprised arms. The 
outer ring of mothers fairly glowed with 
pride as each kept a watchful eye on 
her own particular toddler. ; 

The girls came next and went away 
coroneted with popcorn (most of the 
half-grown heads would not admit the 
slipping over, necklace fashion), each 
happy in the possession of a cretonne 
bag, with its new kongituma (apron 
worn in front), and its cake of salt. 

And, finally, for the mothers and older 





women, salt, popcorn, new aprons of 
bark cloth, and last but not least, ad- 
vertising sheets of the Post. 

By this time tongues were fairly un-| 
loosed, the first awed constraint hav- | 
ing passed quite away. Mrs. Natakida| 
struggles optimistically with Aninesi’s 
first dress, which simply refused to meet 
round her very aldermanic little tummy, 
but apparently lost nothing of its charm| 
because of the diamond shaped hiatus 
in its midst. Mrs. Narunda surveyed 
with increasing pride her offspring stag- | 
gering about in a very stylish Peter Pan 





dress straight from the putu (land of 
the white man). 

The little girls gathered off in one 
corner, explored more thoroughly the 
cretonne bags, compared kongutunus, 
played with their gbu. dolls until tired, 
and then turned cannibal, and calmly 
ate their babies up. Everybody munched 
away at the fascinating refreshment, 
which was only a strange sort of corn 
which could change color and shape mys- 
teriously just by being held over the fire. 
And over all floods of bright warm sun- 
light of the la‘e afternpon,; a faint lilac 
haze on the far hills, and in the near 
vistas greens that fairly quivered with 
aliveness. 

Then suddenly the festivities changed 
character and became entirely masculine. 
The Christmas tree, denuded of all but 
the dangling pasteboards was whisked 
away and planted upon the broad porch 
of the Bwana’s house, set high upon a 
hill commanding three-quarters of the 
arc of horizon. There it blossomed 
afresh, this time with the variegatedness 
of the Mrs. Bwana’s gay shirts, caps for 
the teachers, with crowns of colored 
worsted, white American shirts for 
house boys, packages of salt, and various 
other things. Facing the tree rows of 
expectant black faces, from little Anisa 
to old Faragi (who represents the en- 
tire staff of the street-cleaning depart- 
ment). The Bwana this time gave the 
word of greeting, and then proceeded 
with the presentations until every one 
had been remembered, and the air was 
all aflutter with more Saturday Eve 
ning Post sheets. 

Only the swift-coming dusk brought a 
scattering of the groups which would 
linger about the fascinating spot. But 
later that Christmas Eve, a great round 
moon looking down upon tiny fires be- 
fore humble mud huts, perhaps looked 
also into hearts awakened anew, or even 
for *the first time, to the “Tidings of 
Great Joy,” the greatest of all giving, the 
gift of the King 

3AFUKA, Conco BELGE. 
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boys and girls, who only 


rags, their hope gone. 


f our support trom reaching them. 


America desert them ? 
awful crime ? 


NEAR EAST RELIEF, - - - - 








“SWEETNESS AND LIGHT” 
A happy child in one of the Near East orphanages 


E COULD show equally attractive pictures of ‘other winsome 


4 their cheeks hollow, their hair matted, their eyes dull, their stomachs 
4 distended from eating grass to appease their hunger, their clothes 


‘They are safe now, and recent political events will not prevent 


If America were to withhold her offerings one week, these chil- 
dren would be,thrust out to go back to starvation and death. 
Could we assume the guilt of such an 


$5 a month will save a child—$60 a year 
Mail your check to 


CLEVELAND H. DODGE, Treasurer 


(This space donated by an individual) 


re, 





a short time ago were lost waifs, 


. 


Will 


151 Fifth Avenue, New York 




















THEY STAND FOR 


Very deity of the Son 
Virgin birth of the Son 











Victorious earthly reign of 


A Fall Line of Helps for Scholars and Teachers. 


iipon 


UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING CO., Box 398, Cleveland, Ohio 


‘. 


Verbal inspiration and inerrancy of the Scriptures 


Vicarious death of the Son 
Veritable bodily resurrection of the Son 
Visible premillennial return of the Son 


You Are Taught According to the Fundamentals when using 


THE “CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES” 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON HELPS 


— 














the Son. 


Samples sent free 
request. 
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Florida Tourists! 
THE CRESCENT CITY 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 

(Twentieth Annual Session) 
Will be held in 
- February and March 
Speakers of National Reputation 
For Particulars address the Secretary 
REV. ROLLIN T. CHAFER 
CRESCENT CITY FLORIDA 





























din ordering goods, or in making inguiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
vou will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tesemeni in The Sunday School Times. 


| .§. S. LESSON HELPS 


Vhought-stimulating expository surveys of the In- 
ternational Lessons, full of suggestions and appliica- 
tions. ‘ Illustrative Hints and Helps’’ on the C. E 
topics and other equally helpful departments, and re- 
ports of addresses delivered at the famous Northfield 
conferences. 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK 


Box 605, East Northfield, Mass. 


_ $2 a year: 20 cents a copy. 


CROS S-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Gives over 400,000 references, including 
Teachings of jesus and of Paul,—all ar- 
ranged for ** Subject-Study.”” Wonderful- 

ly a to the student who would earn- 
estly ** 











Search the Scriptures.” 
Sold direct or thru agents 


}CROSS-REFERENCE BIBLE COMPANY, Inc. 


152 Chambers Street, New York. 














is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Jon’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘ There 
is no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


|S. S. LESSON cgeeee men | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Luke’s Accuracy About 
Quirinius’ Census. 
(Continued from page 765) 


doing good to his faithful and humble 
subjects. The education of the Roman 
people was not thought of; it was the 
uneducated class, the common people, the 
proletariat, to which the Imperial sys- 
tem directed itself and on which it was 
founded. It was reserved for Christian- 
ity to look mainly to the middle class, 
the working, the industrious, and the 
more or less educated class of the com- 
munity. It is on this middle class that 
the strength of modern nations depends, 
and the history of the century-long 
struggle between the new religion and 
the old Roman system of religion might 
be written, and ought sometime to be 
written, from the point of view that the 
Empire rested upon the proletariat while 
the Church organized itself mainly within 
the middle class. As a matter of fact, 
however, in the first century of its his- 
tory the Church touched the fringes of 
the aristocracy, and a considerable num- 
ber of noble Roman families were af- 
fected by the new teaching.: To such a 
degree was this influence upon the aris- 
tocracy carried that in the years A. D. 
go-91 the heir apparent of the Empire, 
Flavius Clemens, was a Christian, and 
when his religious profession was discov- 
ered by the Emperor Domitian he was 
put to death. But the fact that a few 
of the Roman nobles were well af- 


| fected to Christianity and perhaps even 
| were baptized members of the congre- 
| gation does not interfere with the truth 


of Paul’s statement to the Corinthian 
Church, that there were among the 
Christians not many wise, not many 
mighty, not many noble, 4. ¢., not many 
of the specially educated class of Uni- 
versity lecturers and professors, teachers 
of wisdom and philosophy, not many 
persons of the highest official rank and 
influence in society, not many of the 
most highly-born families in Imperial 
society. Paul’s statement remains liter- 
ally true. _The strength of the Church 
lay, as he estimated it, among the work- 
ing people, the ordinary free popula 
tion. It must, however, be remembered 
always that the free population was 


‘largely relieved from menial labor and 





| 


besson 


vulgar kind of work, which was almost 
entirely performed by slaves. Hence 
Paul’s statement must. not be-misunder- 
stood as implying that it was the low- 
est class of the community which fur- 
nished the strength of the Church. The 
lowest class of the community were the 
slaves; but it would be altogether false 
to imagine that the Church addressed 
itself mainly to the slaves, though it ad- 
mitted freely all slaves to hear the teach- 
ing and to profess the religion of Chris- 
tianity. 

That statement of the Apostle, com- 


«bined with the fact recorded by Luke 


that he was by trade a tentmaker, has 
been misinterpreted by Professor Deiss- 
mann, as implying that Paul was a 
horny-handed son of toil whose fingers 
were stiff with the work of his trade, 
and who found it difficult to write, so 
that he was obliged either to employ an 
amanuensis or to write in large, sprawl- 
ing, badly-shaped letters, such as could 


be formed by a totally uneducated and | 


unpractised writer, with such hands as 
would be produced by constant manual 
labor. That Paul was a tentmaker (or 
whatever is the proper translation of 
the Greek word in Acts 17:1), is true; 
but he was also a Koman citizen, a mem- 
ber of the aristocracy of the Empire by 
birth, and it is quite clear that he and 
his family were masters of a business 
of that kind, directing the labor of em- 
ployes, but able to do everything with 
their own hands and thus know better 
how to manage the business and to di- 
rect the labor of the working hands. 
That Paul could do with his own hands 
the actual work is certain; he could _re- 
mind the Presbyters of Ephesus that 
they knew how he had worked in Ephe- 
sus with “these hands” which he held 
out to recall the facts to their memory. 

The interesting and important fact is 


(Continued on the next page) 








a 


° DECEMBER 9, 1922 


/ “PLAY 
‘PIRATE & \ 
TRAVELER 








MILTON BRADLEY CO. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
Makers of the World’s Best Games. 











Self-Shining 
Shoe Polish 


~ Requires No Brushing 
Use Whittemore’s Polishing Pastes 


For ail kind» of Men's, Women’s and Children’s 
Biack, Tan and Oxblood Shoes 


Whittemore Bros., Cambridge, Mass. | 



























Songs Rich in 
Christian Experience 





= 

“TABERNACLE HYMNS NO. 2’’— Favorite 
Church Songs for all Church and Sunday 
School purposes. 320 pages—351 sorms. 
Strong in the fundamentals of the Faith 
Art Buckram, $50.00 per hundred; Ma 
nila, $30.00 per hundred. 

“TABERNACLE CHOIR” —Hysfns for choir 
use exclusively, every number tested in 
large mixed choirs. Music adapted to the 
trained choir or beginners. 192 pages ; 82 
selections Beautifully ween in Art 
Buckram. Prices, 75c single copies, $7.75 
per dozen, $60.00 per hundred. 
Returnable copy of either book to song 
committees or Chote leaders on request 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
Room 1200. 29 So. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 














PRAISE THE LORD 


SONG BOOK 
FOR 


Evangelism, Christian Endeavor and Sunday 
hools =- Specially adapted. 33 Responsive 

Scripture Readings, in full; Apostles Creed ; 

Lord’s Prayer, ‘ten Commandments; Closing 

Sentences. 

Uniform bold type thruout. 

Invitation songs separately indexed. 

Limp cloth, strongly bound and round corners, 

$30.00 per hundred. Send-3§ cents for sample 

copy. 


ARTHUR LYNN & COMPANY 
54 Anna Street, DAYTON, OHIO 

















i Ae WILLIS MUSIC CO. Cincinnati,Ohio- 


Onfifes shighway 





cA Song for Church or Home 
x 4y* BERTRAND-BROWN = 


Naat fairly lifts you into the Celestial 


Published for Tenor dr Soprano, Alto or Baritone Faye 

















— 




















STEREOPTICON 








Lesson for December 24 
Luke 2: 1-20. Luke 12 








It is “SO EASY” 


to project good pictures 


with a 


SPENCER 
DELINEASCOPE 


Compact. Light in wae Quickly 
set up for operation—PORTABLE— 
Attaches to any lighting circuit with- 
out special wiring. 

: Send for Catalog K-12 


SPENCER LENS COMPANY 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 











FREE TRIAL OFFER 


It you do not have a stereopticon in your Church 
or Gunday School write for our free trial offer, and 
see its wonderful possibilities. 





A Library of over 80,000 Lantern 
Slides to select from For Rental or 
Parchase. : 














SPECIAL 
Safety Cinema Moving Picture Machines, $150 











WILLIAMS BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
4918 Chestnut Street, Phila., Penna. 











Church Organs 
| Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 














| great despot was withdrawn. 


| the effete dynasty. 
been 
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(Continued from the preceding page) 
that Jesus was born in the same year that 


modern life began. 


The first census was 


the inauguration of modern history based 
on organized bureaucratic administra- 


tion, 


Such was the marvelous coinci- 


dence: Christianity was not merely the 
entry of a new religion into the world ; 
it was also the entry of high organiza- 


tion, 


more civilized and complicated 


methods of society, and in general a new 
social world. This is the marvel and 
this is the great miraculous fact in re- 
spect of the birth of Jesus, that it 


should coincide 


with such a_ mighty 


epoch. The old Oriental despotism had 
never been sufficiently organized to live 
vigorously after the strong hand of the 


As a rule 


they fell into disorder and disrepair, 
| and the decaying dynasty which sprang 
| from the old despot was soon replaced 
|_by a new, vigorous, able officer who 
| forced his way to power and eliminated 


Modern history has 
the history of complicated and 


elaborate systems which were not de- 
| pendent upon the life of any individual, 
| but continue to carry out their functions 
whether or not the head of the State is 
a man of high personal ability. 


Further with regard to the system of 


| taking a census it is known that this is 


| practised 


a 


very old Eastern custom. It 


u was 
centuries before Christ 


In 


Egypt, in a similar fashion but not on 
| the same exact lines as the Roman cen- 


sus of the limperial time. 


The Hebrew 


| people and their God, who thought it a 
sin in King David to take a census, were 
angry because he was adopting a sys- 
tem according to which despotism had 
ruled in Egypt, and there was serious 
apprehension that the kings- who prac- 


tised 


such. a system might degenerate 


into imitators of the pagan system of 


despotism, and lead to forgetfulness of | 


the implicit trust in divine help which 
Israel and its rulers ought to feel. 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 
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Where to Put 
Our Christmas Gifts 








T THIS time of the year when the 
hearts of God’s people are full of 


gratitude to God for “His unspeakabk 
gift,” his Son,'the following suggestive 
list of objects is published as a few 
among many worthy of Christmas time 
giving: 

The China Famine 


has left devastation and woe in the prov- 
inces of Anhui, Honan, Hunan, and else- 
where. Children are for sale cheap. 
Homes need to be provided for orphans 


Funds may be sent to The Sunday pchag! | 


Times for distribution to Dr. Charles 
Scott, American Presbyterian Mission, 
Tsinanju, Shantung, China, and the Rev. 
Herman Becker, China Inland Mission, 
Yangchow, Hunan, China. 


American Christian Relief Mission 


The good crops in some parts of Russia 
were insufficient to overbalance famine 
needs in other parts. Thousands of peo- 
ple between Kharkov and Odessa were 


| 
| 
| 


| 


wandering about last month, half naked | 


and half starved, in an aimless pilgrim- 
age on the hunt for food. Gifts may be 
sent to Edward A. Steele, Treasurer, 1600 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, and clothing 
and shoes to “Christian Testimony to 
Jews,” Care American Friends’ Service 
Committee Storeroom, 1521 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Near East Relief 


is facing the gigantic problem of aiding 
the Christian Armenians to escape alto- 
gether from Asia Minor. Address gifts 
as above to 151 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


The Victorious Life Testimony 


at whose conferences the message of “the 
life that is Christ” is preached, has ac- 
cepted the trustéeship for Keswick, N: J., 
where week-end conferences are held from 
time to time, and whose buildings are open 
to returned missionaries and Christian 
workers seeking rest and refreshment. It 
is planned to hold the annual Eastern 
Conference there “the third full week of 
July,” 1923, but .in. order to do this ad 
ditional cottages and an auditorium need 
to be erected, new sewerage put in, and 


(Continued on the next page) 
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of the Prophet Isaiah, and to feel the presence of 
the Assyrian host at the gates of Jerusalem.” 
EpGar Wuitaker Work (1).D.) 
Pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
New York City. 
‘Certainly there are no finer passages of heroism 
and romance in Quo Vadis, Rienzi, ben Hur.”’ 
GeorGE H. Sanpison (Ph.D.) 
‘A Greater Book than ‘Ben Hur.’ ”’ 
W. Lon ‘Tucker, D.D. 
**To commend any work of Mr. Schapiro is al- 
ways a pleasure; for he does not assume the re- 
pj ayreee unless he is convinced of the call,and 
of his competence to complete the task. ‘Then, 
when his purpose is formed, he brings to his un- 
dertaking the enthusiasm of one who believes in 
his message and would have others enter into his 
own perspective and comprehension.”’ 
SENNETH MACKENZIE. 


“A mind jaded with the reading of * Main 
Street,’ ‘ sess,” ‘The Sheik’ and such like 
novels of our time may well turn to mag + hy novel 


for a renewal of faith in God and in life. It is 


strong in its plot. We seem to hear the very tones 
mane An Ideal and Lasting 
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various improvements made. Gifts should 
be sent to-B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

The Pioneer Mission Agency 
under the guidance of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, has been incorporated for the! 
purpose of publishing the need and for- 
warding workers and means for pioneer 
work to missionary societies prepared to 
undértake it. Funds are received by 
B. F. Culp, 8 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The Belgian Gospel Mission 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors, 
who are The Sunday School Times’ evan- 


of “this new evacuation of virtually all 
remaining Christians from Asia Minor”: 

“The situation is serious beyond any- 
thing we have hitherto imagined. Peo, 
ple and governments who are already 
alarmed over the evacuation of Smyrna 
and East Thrace are now face to face 
with a new development which will in- 
crease the demands for relief many fold. 

“The Kemalists served notice on all 
Christians in Anatolia that they would 
be ‘permitted’ to leave the country be- 
fore the end of November. This edict 
caused the wildest scenes throughout in- 
terior cities and towns, and streams of 























Why should not that day of remembrance be 
so thoughtfully recognized between friend 
and friend that its reminders shall bring re- 
curring blessing throughout the whole year ? 


Many have used a very simple and zof costly 

lan for this, by letting The Sunday School 
Irimes make an every-week visit to several 
friends during the whole year—a Christmas 
gift to start with, and continuing from week ! 
to week its mission of friendly remembrance 
and many-sided usefulness. 


Five or more subscriptions ordered at one time 
at the club rate of $1.50 a year are sent to sep- 


gelistic representatives in Belgium, .con- 
tinues its ever enlarging evangelistic and 
Bible training-scheol work in that coun- 
try. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Christian Life Literature Fund 


distributes books and leaflets on the fun- 
damentals of the Christian life, and the 
Director writes letters of spiritual coun- 
sel to inquiring Christians all over the 
world. The support and expansion of this 
work is dependent upon voluntary offer- 
ings. Checks should be made payable to 
the Christian Life Literature Fund, 80 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


The Great Commission Prayer League 


is a faith movement of intercession, a 
center for the world-wide distribution of 
leaflets on evangelism and the spiritual 
life. Its headquarters are at 88 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago. 


The Business Men’s Council of the 


Pocket Testament League 
is conducting highly fruitful evangelistic 
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—a standard American co-educational 
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ceedingly grave problem to’all those who 
are interested in saving human life. -A 
Near East Relief Director cabled on 
- | November 14 from Constantinople con- 
: cerning the “gigantic problem calling 
fer world-wide relief effort” as a result 
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Lesson for December 24 
Luke 2: 1-20. Luke 12 


refugees almost instantly began moving 
toward the coast. 

“All roads leading to Samsoun are 
crowded with long lines of refugees 
laden with bundles, many with ox-carts 
piled high with household belongings. 
Ten thousand persons had reached the 
shores of the Black Sea by Thursday 
evening, although facilities have not yet 
been provided for their evacuation. Forty 
thousand more were within two days’ 
march of Samsoun. How large the total 
exodts will be can only vaguely be es- 
timated. Certainly there is no hope of 
completing the evacuation by the date 
fixed by the Turks. The refugees fear 
that the expiration of the allotted time 
will be followed by massacres, but local 
officials believe that Angora will grant 
the necessary extension. 

“This new exodus will also -be mainly 
without men, as the Turks are prevent- 
ing the departure of all men from nine- 
teen to fifty-five. Men are not even al- 
lowed to come with the refugee columns 
to Sanisoun, but are all retained in the 
interior villages. Only women, children, 
‘and the infirm are reaching Samsoun. 
The doors of our orphanages are 
crowded with orphaned children and peo- 
ple bringing babies in arms, all begging 
to be taken in. 

“Several steamers have been chartered 
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America’s Greeting 


WHEN the immigrant sets foot on 


our shores his or her education 
begins—Shall this education be an 
asset or liability to our country? The 
New York Bible Society provides the 
right start—through the free distri- 
bution of the Bible in fifty-three 
languages. 
he New York Bible Society’s 
Annuity Bonds assure the investor 
not only an income for life at a high 
rate of interest but the satisfaction of 
providing for the continuation of a 
noble work. 
Write today fog pamphlet No. J 
New York Bible Society 
The Oldest Bible Society in New York 
5 East 48th St., New York City 
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THE SUPERINTENDENT’S GUIDE 


A Pocket Manual for Superintendents 
By Harry Epwarps BARTow 


Designed to help Superintendents make their 
schools better in every way. 

Contains list of lessons for the year with titles, 

For each month: valuable suggestions on how to 
conduct the school, Order of Service, and hints 
for Workers’ Conference. 

For each Sunday : a prayer, outline for the desk 
lesson, list of appropriate hymns, and thoughts for 
Superintendent’s Guiet Hour. Suggestions for 
festivals and holidays are worth-while helps. 

Blank pages for notes, and for records. 

The fifty-two prayers are capearienes by super- 
intendents who need that kind of help. 

60 Cents Net 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A Beautiful Engagement Calendar 


Every Christian Worker, business and profegsional man 
and woman should have one for the keeping of dates of 
meetings, appointments, engagements. 


A Lasting Ideal Gift SO Fons 


Beautifully printed—a full month toa page. Several 
refreshing quotations to each page. Size, 9%x12% inches 


The Protestant P Protective Unity League, 500 Sth Ave., N.Y. Cc. 
Should make an 


ALL CHRISTIAN ar to win others 
rist. An effec- 
tive method is by the use of sabevontingtt xospel tract, 
prayerfully handed or inclosed in a letter. For sam- 
pe of good tracts for Christians and the unsaved,also 

—- of John, ‘*Underscored,”’ 
send 35 cents to 


BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
702 Knickerbocker Building 
643 So. Olive Street, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 




















vést-pocket size, 
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to remove refugeés to Greece, but money 

is urgently needed to charter others. 
“The Greek Government is preparing 

to turn over to Near East Relief, among 


} other buildings; the ancient royal palace 


in the heart of Athens, where fifteen 
hundred can temporarily be lodged. The 
National Zappeion, or Exposition Hall, 
will take another thousand. Among other 
available sites is the famous summer 
palace of ex-Kaiser Wilhelm on the’ Is- 
land of Corfu. The day the Revolution- 
ary Committee voted to make this 
available was the date of Wilhelm’s mar- 
riage, November 5.” 

To cope with the problem of saving 
and removing these refugees Near East 
Relief, 151 Fifth Avénue, New York, is 
appealing earnestly for funds. Your 
Christmas gifts may be sent to the com- 
_mittee at that address. 





For Family Worship * 


By the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Walked Sixty Miles! 


LL that distance to attend a watch 

night meeting! No, not in Agmer- 
ica, but in Africa, December, 1921. 
Here’s the way a missionary wrote 
about it a few weeks ago: 

“Your prayers are being abundantly 

answered. Souls are being saved. 
We had a watch night meeting last year 
that lasted from eight o’clock Saturday 
evening until four the next morning. 
Some of the native Christians walked 
sixty miles to be present. , We be- 
lieve in telling new-born souls of the 
victorious ‘life in Christ and of all the 
fulness of God.” 

This was only one of last December’s 
many watch night meetings. The htum- 
ber this year should be far greater. Has 
a meeting been arranged for in your 
church? What price are you “requiring 
of God” before you act?) Does God's 
appeal, does a languishing church, do 
perishing souls make” no impression? 
“Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.” 
Oh, that the entire Church of Jesus 
Christ might once fnore ‘experience di- 
vine travail of soul! 


December 18 to 24 
Mon.—Luke 12: 16-21. A Lesson in Folly. 


The “folly” consists not in laying up 
treasure, but in laying up treasure for 
oneself on earth. (See Matthew 6: 20.) 
Any treasure “laid up” for self on earth 
is folly, whether of material things, or 
reputation, or character, or influence, or 
what not. The worldly-minded lay up 
worldly treasure on earth; the spirit- 
ually-minded lay up spiritual treasure in 
heaven. 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for all 
God’s people cverywhere, for the native 
| Christians in every heathen land, for all| 
missionaries and pastors and teachers of 
the Word, for the Fundamentals Minis- 
ters’ Union of Chicago, and for all as- 
sociations of evangelists, for all Bible 
correspondence schools and Bible houses, 


for every evangelical paper, every Chris- | 


tian educational institution, 
exalting movement. 
Tues.—Luke 12 : 35-40. 
A Lesson in Watchfulness. 
Re-read the first half of verse 37. 
What is the inference? Is it not that 
some, perhaps many, of the Lord’s serv- 
ants do not watch? Loins ungirded, 
lights scarcely burning, indifferent, un- 
ready for their Lord’s return. What*is 
the state of the Church at large? What 
is your own state? Vanquish com- 
placency; these are serious questions! 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The last week 
before Christmas is always one of: the 
busiest of the year for most pe ople. But 
do not let Satan crowd out prayer. “Take 
time to be holy, Speak oft with thy 
Lord.” The busier you are, the more 


(Continucd on the next page) 


every Christ- 
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Write for our Christmas Catalogue (free), which is PACKED FULL of helpful Gift suggestions 





Follow the International Lessons witha Calendar 





That is the advice of The Sun- 
day School Times concerning 


The Christian Calendar 


Published Annually 
Agents Wanted in Every Church 





J?” Nypropriate Gift Booklets 


FOR CHRISTMAS OR NEW YEAR 


Covers— Gilt, embossed, art designs 





FEATURES 


BY DR. W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS 





Daily Texts and Daily Readings 
Sunday School Lessons & Golden Texts 20¢ ‘ The of P op od of P “nant 4 of 
Illustrations that Illustrate each [he Geena of ote the greatest themes by one 
Daily Home Bible Readings Gees Ses 
omens 6 Mending Their Nets 
for Few Christians could read this without being inspired 


to nobler and more fruitful service. 


Here Am I 


A heart to heart talk with Christians and Non-Christians 





BY THE LATE C. I. SCOFIELD 
Editor of the Scofield Bible 


The Renewed Commission 
Read and egodions i it: it may change your life. Every 








user of t Bible ought to read this remarkable 
25 booklet, for it was the new ginatiance herein 
that gave birth to the Scofield Bible 
each BY PASTOR P. W. PHILPOTT 
‘ 5 Formerly of Hamilton, Canada 
f Enter the Inner Circle 
OF = New edition with author's Photo. This is one of his 


$1 


00 


most happy, helpful talks, suitably designed to lead to 
the highest Christian joys. 
BY C. E. PAXON 


Passwords to the King’s Presence 
series of 31 Daily Bible Readings, with a number 
Miss Annie Johnson Flint’s most beautiful poems. 
ilt em! ; decorative cover. 











Frontispiece, Size 934x16}4. 


BY MISS ANNIE JOHNSON FLINT 


Miss Fiint’s poems have been in such constant demand 
that we have had to issue a ‘ond 





2 ition. 
oan ee cad rt “Out of Doors” or‘ Nature Songs” 
Tee seater Seboe! Tees eertiaet| 3 os By th Gee peers 
useful gift. naa Christmas time. , ad t eT, or Travelogues 
POPULAR PRICE, 25 cents each | for heer” 
5 for $1.00 25 for $4.75 $1 10 The = - H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., says: 
50 for $9-00 100 for $17.00 . These volumes will delight, inspire and. encourage 


address on receipt of 
with Order 





Prepaid to Ban | 


every reader by, their spiritual teaching and their dis- 
tinct poetic gift.” 


EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS, 858-860 COLLEGE STREET, TORONTO, CAN. 














A REAL CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR =o PUPILS 


Gighly enameled pencils with brass tip and rubber. 
Ful Fancy 


name of pupil imprinted in gold leaf 
Holly Boxes. 
12 in box, $1.00. 6 in box, 65 cents. 
ts of 5 boxes or over, 5 cents per box less. 
Lots of 50 boxes or over, 10 cents per box less. 


ORDER EARLY 


3in box, 40 cents, y ae 

























CHIBBY PENCIL CO., Dept. BR, RICHMOND HILL, N. x. 

















- “Do You ae Whar the 
Lord is Coming?” asked the Reporter 
_. Yes!’ replied Dr. Simpson. 


The reporter’s notebook 
Put this down: 
‘The gospel of the king- 


“ee 
was ready. 


dom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness 
unto all nations, and then 
shall the end come’ (Matt. 
24:12),’’ said Simpson. 


The reporter said, 


Che Alia 


Sixteen pages of choice teaching on the deeper phasesof the Christian life. 





A. B. SIMPSON, D.D. 


“ Founder of the 
Do Gyristian and Missionary Alliance tC 


you believe that when the 
Gospel has been preached 
to all nations Jesus will re- 
turn?’ “ Tust that,’’ said 
Dr. Simpson.. “Then,’’ re- 
plied the reporter, “ I think 
I begin to see daylight.’’ 
You too will see the glori- 


ous light through reading 
“Alliance Weekly,’’ 


nce Weekly 


Regular features :—Scriptnre 


Expositions and Timely Editorials; Living Messages from the Word ; Deeper Truth and Life; a Daily Message, 


Revival News; News from Foreign Lands ; Sunday School Lessons; Young People’s Study ; 


terest at Home. 


@ni Items of In- 


THE LIFE OF A. B. SIMPSON 


Inspiringly portrays the Spirit-anointed man who left to Edited by A. E. Thompson, M.A. Additional 
the church as a heritage his unique presentation of chapters contributed by Paul Rader, James M. Gray, 
the Four-fold Gospel: Jesus our Savior, Sanctifier, J. Gregory Mantle, R. H. Glover, Kenneth Mac 
Healer, and Coming King, and who thrust forth over kenzie, and F. H. Senft. 300 pages. Illustrated. 
1000 missionaries into eighteen pioneer fields. 


a The Christian Alliance Publishing Company 
s P Er Cc ‘ AL O F F E R @ 3611 Fourteenth Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y 
The Alliance Woetiy. one year (ae 00) @ Laccept your special offer of “The Alli 
The Life of A. impson 2.50) § ance Weekly"’ for one year ($2.00), and 


ncaa FOR $3.00 


The Christian Alliance Publishing Co. 


@ acopy of The Life of A. B. Simpson" 


3611 Fourteenth Avenue, Brooklyn. 


@ ($2.50) both for ($3.00). Enclosed find 

& check for same. « 

gNAME. - - ee ee eee ee eee 
ADDRESS. 2 0 + eee © © © © tee oe 
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Choir Singers! 
Ministers! 


Is Your Voice 
Worthy of 
the Message? 


|™ IS your solemn duty to cultivate your voice 
so that you can give praise to the Lord in 
fitting harmony andbeauty. Whether you are 
singing the glorious old hymns or preaching the 
ord of God from your 
pulpit, a vigorous, clear, 
beautiful voice is 
necessary to carry home 
your message. You 
should have a beautiful 
voice to do your best 
work—to take your 
proper place in your 
community. 
rt, A.M., internationally 





Professor Feuchti 
famous as a voice teacher, has discovered a secret 
of scientific voice culture—the development of 


the Hyo-Glossus muscle. Ii this muscle in 
your throat is weak and pe ua your 
voice will be weak and undeveloped, your voice 
will be weak, harsh or shrill, and easify 
fatigued. The more you use your voice, the 
more you will strain all parts of the vocal 
mechanism. 


AGreat Improvement Assured 


Through Professor Feuchtinger's method 
can improve your voice in volume and nai. 
Your strong, clear tones will become a constant 
source of inspiration to your congregation. If 
your voice does not double in beauty and 
quality, in your own opinion, we will refund 
your money. See what the Rev. J. R. Prioleau 
says about it: 


Dear Professor Feuchtinger : 

My voice is getting stronger and stronger. I 
can bring out a full tone that stirs my audi- 
ence. On the fourth Sunday of the month, I 
was preaching to about four hundred people 
and when I had finished, the pastor said : 
“Reverend Prioleau is here with a great voice. 
He will be a Beecher! He will be a ‘Talmage! 
He will be a Spurgeon ! And he is only thirty 
years of age. 

1 can preach three times a day and feel like 
preaching four. My singing voice is develop- 
ing fast. I speak more + 5 People say 
, thet ord is in everything I speak. 

REVEREND J. R. PRIOLEAU “ 
o N. Nassau St,, Charleston, S. C 
‘*While in Illinois among old friends and ac- 
quaintances from whom I had been absent for 
nearly two years I was asked several times to 
preach. | did so and was showered with words 
of praise. It was said that coming South had 
done mesg much good. It was also said that 
1 was developing into a great preacher. 1 un- 
derstood, but they did not, that it was just a 
change of voice wa bg ur method.’ 
2M ASON, Jackson, Mich. 


eves Your Voice 
Your voice can be developed, too. Read 
Sabina Leipheimer’s letter. And start now to 
cultivate a beautiful voice. 


My Dear Instructor: 

I have great faith in your course for two rea- 
sons : First, because it has improved my voice 
and given me more confidence in myself,which 

lacke d. Secdnd, your advertisement came 
as a direct answer to prayer. —— I feel that 
lam helping more in my choir 

SABINA L EIPHRIMER, ‘Sharon, Pa. 


This Book 


Free To You 


Mail the coupon below and receive free Pro- 
fessor Feuchtinger’s valuable book “* Enter Y our 
World.” Do not hesitate to ask. Professor 
Feuchtinger is anxious to send you his book. 
It tells you all about his wonderful method and 
the marvelous results obtained by those who 
— taken this training. Don’t delay. Mail 

COUPON at once. 


PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE 

1922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio 4769, Chicago, lil. 
Dear Mr. Feuchtinger Will you please send me 2 

copy of your new free book ‘‘ Enter Your World’’? | 

unde rstand that this is free and that there is no ob- 

ligation on my part I am interested in 


O Singing 0 Speaking O Stammering 0 Weak Voice 
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For Family Worship 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


need of communion with God. Let the 
memory of these last two weeks of 1922 
be precious forever because of their se- 
cret power-house experiences. 
Wed.—Luke 12: 41- .’ 
A Lesson in Faithfulness. 

Light given means faithfulness re- 
quired, faithfulness up to the measure 
of the light., The time is coming when 
every believer must stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. Many a serv- 
ant of God with little light is more 
faithful than others to whom has been 
given much light. Re-read verses 47 
and 48; also read 1 Corinthians 3: 9-15. 

PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: Pray that to-day 
your light may “so shine.’ Pray for a 
consistent walk, a clear testimony, a 
Christward drawing life. Pray for all 
with whom you come in contact, in shop, 
in office, in home, in school, in ‘business, 
in railway train, everywhere. Pray for 
every tract you pass out, every word 
of testimony you give. 
Thurs. —hattnte 25 : 1-13. 

A Lesson in Preparedness. 

The virgins represent professing be- 
lievers. All have lamps, the Word, but 
only the wise are provided with oil, the 
Holy Spirit. No matter how much moral 
light one may have, if he “have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” 
(Rom, 8:9; see also Luke 23: 34). Un- 
prepared to live; unprepared to die; 
unprepared for Christ’s return. 


, 


(Lesson for Dec. 24) DECEMBER 9, 1922 














Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
clearer understanding on the part of | 
believers generally of God’s Prophetic | 
truth. Pray that avy the truths of the 
Word may be held in careful balance, | 
and that neither the Word nor the Spirit | 
may be unduly exalted above the other. | 
It is to be feared that many who have | 
lamps have taken “no oil.” 

Fri.—1 Timothy 6 : 3-10. 
A Lesson in Contentment. | 

Contentment and slothfulness are not} 
synonyms. God. would not have his. 
children slothful in business or any- 
where else (see Rom. 12:11; Eccl. 

10; Prov. 22: 29) ; but he would ht 
them “content,” that is, absolutely de- | 
void of eovetousness (vs. 9 to 12) a| 
temptation to which even the godly are 
subject (v. 6)” It is “godliness with 
contentment” which is “great gain.” | 


| Few attain thereunto, 


| 
| 
| 





| has “kept” 


| pray for the 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray that amid 
all to-day’s feverish rush and_toil God | 


be not forgotten. Pray for the over- 
worked clerks in all business places, 
mailing stations, and else where. Pray 


for the multitudes preparing to spend the 
holiday season in other localities, and 
| for the crowded railway throngs. 


| Sat.—2 Timothy 4 : 1-8. 


A Lesson in Keeping the Faith. 


“T have kept the faith” (v. 7). Much 
more than persistence in believing is 
meant. “The faith” represents the sum 
total of Christian doctrine, which Paul 
as a sacred trust (1 Cor. 4: 
1) ; not only believing, experiencing, ‘and. 
practising it himself, but defending it 
and passing it on to others. 


PRAYER SuGcestions: Pray that the 


Church at large may return to “the 
faith,” and may “keep” it; in head, in 
heart, in hands; that is, in doctrine, in 


practise. To this end 
Fundamentals Movement, 
and all 


experience, in 


the Victorious Life Testimony, 
evangelical efforts. 
Sun.—Luke 12: 22-31. A Lesson in Trust. 


“How to have an untroubled heart in 
a troubled world”; such might appro- | 
priately be styled the subject of to-day’s 
reading. What not to seek with anxious | 
mind, but rather what to seek in faith] 
and trust, are told. When we put “first | 
things first,” God pledges himself to 
look after all necessary secondary things, 

PrayYER SucGEsTions: Pray for all 

to-day’s services, and for all to-morrow’s 
gatherings. Pray also for the watch 
night meeting a week hence. Read once 
more the Introduction above, “Walked 
Sixty Miles,’ and ask God to bless your 
walk of sixty feet to-day as you speak 
to vour pastor or others about next Sun- 
day’s evening service. Pray! 


| 








Start 1923 








° "THINK of it, folks— 365 brand new days ahead 
in this New Year that is dawning. 

will be Sundays, and every one has unlimited oppor- 

tunities to the Sunday-school worker that really cares 

No matter what mistakes have been made—no 

matter what opportunities have been neglected — 

here is 1923 ready for whatever you may put into it. 


Start right 


With “The Church School Hymnal” 


Fifty-two 








THE committee, which we gathered from all sections of the 
country, was instructed to spare no expense in making 
book for use by the modern school ; then 


Inspiring 


creating a 
spiritual 
atmosphere 


this the greatest son 
our Music Editor, é. 
songs that it measured up, musically, to our ideal as 

for Discriminators. Not one who has examined it so far 
has failed to give it the most enthusiastic approval. We 
are proud of its hymns and songs, its worship material, its 
splendid and complete indices, its beautiful and durable 
binding, and its price 6f $60 the hundred (we feared it 
would cost 25 per cent more). 
hymnal they adopted proved to be too heavy—others found 


their books too light. 


in ** The Church School Hymnal.’ 


With “Around the World by Airplane” 


Harold Lowden, was instructed to see 
ishers 


Last year many found the 


This year both will find their ideal 
> 








HIS is positivel 


Increased 
Attendance, 
Interest, 
Enthusiasm, 
Offerings 


say, did you ever 
these ** pull-backs”’ 


This cut is 
entirely 

inadequate. *. 
Chartis = * 
6 feet & - 


G4 . 
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24 000 MILES ay cw _ 1500 MILES 
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Send $7.50 for the ‘Contest complste tor starting and 
finishing, and full instructions as to how it is done. We 
supply everything but the 
after the first Sunday. 


We added 10,000 New Dis- 
criminators to our files in 
1922, and they will never 
leave us. 


Wise Pastors, Superinten- 
dents, and Departmental Heads 
have our Supply Catalog al- 
ways within reach. 

It is free. 


ceived.- We felt it before we invested a cent in it. Our 
faith is abundantly justified when. we learn of the marvelous 
results being obtained through its use. Oh, we know the 
objections of some *‘ pull- 
gine into one —y the schools that put up with 


We had one Sunday-schoo! magazine editor to refuse to 
accept our Contest advertising ; and we have sold 
Contests in his denomination than in any other. 
will catch up to his schools some day— yes, maybe. 


oot. 





















oan Wenig E40, 


the greatest contest that has been con- 


s’’? te the Contest idea— but 


more 
Maybe he 






AIRPLANES CAN EASILY 
TRAVEL 100 MILES AN HOUR 


‘pep”’—that comes naturally 
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